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FROM THE EDITOR: 


Here we are entering our second year of production and we 
continue to be amazed by the positive feedback we receive from our 
readers. The continuing support from our contributors is pleasing 
and heartening and we hope to source more images and news from 
the Northern Territory and Tasmania. We realize that there is not a lot 
of rail photographers in these areas however it would be nice to see 
more images from these areas. 

We welcome two new members to our small team that produce the 
magazine, both well known in the New South Wales rail fraternity, Graham 
Cotterall and Peter Attenborough. Graham will be assisting with image 
presentation whilst Peter will assist with article preparation. 

We have had news that a new preservation group was launched 
recently in Tasmania called Diesel Traction Tasmania. Their prime 
focus will be the preservation of English — Electric locomotives that 
are operating or once operated in Tasmania. Their first project will 

be saving and then preserving a ZC class which also operated in 
Queensland prior to 1988 as they are currently surplus to Tasrail's 
requirements and could be scrapped at any time. | have many fond 
memories of visiting Tasmania in search of the E.Es since | made my 
first visit in 1989 and | urge our readers to support this group whether 
you are in Tasmania, on the mainland or overseas. 

Finally a reminder to our casual readers of the convenience and cost 
saving should you become a subscriber via our website — www. 
arimagazine.com.au_ - the subscription price for six issues is still 
$49.75 and our quality magazine will be delivered to your door, or 
post office box, or address of your choosing. 
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WORK BEGIN ON PARKES 

TO BROKEN HILL UPGRADE 

The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) 
and its industry partner Transfield Services 
held a ‘Welcome to Country’ ceremony in 
Broken Hill on 24 January 2011 ahead of the 
start of work on the most extensive upgrade 
of the rail line between Broken Hill and Parkes 
since it first opened in 1927. 

Federal Infrastructure and Transport 
Minister Anthony Albanese said the $253 
million project to replace all of the old timber 
and steel sleepers with new concrete sleepers 
will kick off in earnest on Thursday 27 January. 

“Over the next 15 months, more than 
one million new concrete sleepers will 
be used to rebuild the 691 kilometre line 
between Broken Hill and Parkes, with this 
material being sourced from factories in 
Wagga Wagga, Grafton and Braemar,” said 
Mr Albanese. 

“This is one of the biggest projects to be 
funded under the Gillard Labor Government's 
$3.4 billion capital works program. All up, 
we've modernised more than one third of the 
nation’s interstate rail network — the most 
extensive upgrade since the Fisher Labor 
Government built the transcontinental railway 
almost a century ago.” 


Image by Jason Ferguson 
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In the years ahead the demand for the 
transport of goods on this vital section of the 
network is expected to rise exponentially. 

ARTC CEO David Marchant said the 
upgrade of the line between Broken Hill 
and Parkes forms part of his organisation's 
ongoing efforts to improve the reliability and 
efficiency of the Whyalla-Sydney and Sydney- 
Melbourne corridors. 

“The project will enable increased train 
axle loads from 25 tonnes at 80km/h or 23 
tonnes at 100km/h, reduce maintenance 
and train operating costs, cut transit times 
and eliminate the need for temporary speed 
restrictions during the hotter summer months.” 
said Mr Marchant. 

The work will involve a team of about 100 
workers and a mobile plant spread over an 
8 kilometre stretch of track on a daily basis, 
progressively installing the new sleepers. Some 
200,000 new concrete sleepers have already 
been delivered and have been stored in stacks 
along the rail corridor. 

The upgrade is good news for the wider 
community as well. Not only has the project 
generated jobs and provided a boost to the 
local economy, the new track will allow more 
freight to be transported by rail — which 
overtime means fewer trucks on our roads. 


Other improvements to be undertaken 
as part of this multi-million upgrade include 
new turnouts, safer level crossings, improved 
drainage, and upgraded bridges and culverts. 


UGL RAIL AWARDED 
NEW PROJECTS 


UGL Rail, has been awarded a number of 
significant projects across a variety of leading 
Customers, valued at approximately $225 
million. UGL will deliver the following passenger 
and freight supply and maintenance projects: 

* Supply of 10 x C44ACi locomotives and a 
long term locomotive and wagon maintenance 
agreement to Xstrata Rail and operated by 
Freightliner Australia in the Hunter Valley 

* Supply of 9 x GE Evolution locomotives to Rio 
Tinto in WA 

* An extension on the stage three Outer 
Suburban Railcar (Oscar) project to Rail 
Corporation New South Wales (Railcorp) for 
an additional 25 Oscars 

UGL's Managing Director and CEO, 

Richard Leupen, said: “Our rail business 

continues to perform well supported by our 

leadership position in the Australian and South 

East Asian passenger and freight rail sectors. 

“In the freight sector, it is pleasing to 
note that our rolling stock delivery and asset 


an) auld aut UL 
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On the afternoon of Saturday 26 February, LS02, SSR’s first loaded coal train from the western coalfields of NSW is in the capable of hands of train crew 
Adam Sayer and Troy Fleming as it climbs upgrade from Cox’s River to Marrangaroo Tunnel (between Wallerawang and Lithgow) hauled by locomotives 
G513/C508/G514/G511. The train comprised 32 new Bradken-built PHTH coal wagons and was destined for unloading at Port Kembla Coal Terminal. A 

number of SSR coal services have operated from Lidsdale to Port Kembla since this date. 


load is 25 tonnes. 
Image by Jason Ferguson 


maintenance solutions remain products 


of choice for Australia’s leading rail and 
resources related companies. We are also 
again pleased to be extending our work with 
RailCorp. We are currently in the process 

of delivering the third stage of the Oscar 
project — ahead of time and budget. UGL 
has progressed from concept to completion 
of the first four-car train set as part of the 
third stage of the Oscar project in just 19 
months — a remarkable achievement. The 
award for 25 additional Oscars will extend the 
production schedule well into calendar 2013 
while supporting Australia’s rail engineering 
capability,” he said. “This is the third time that 
RailCorp has expanded the Oscar contract, 
illustrating the dependability and reliability 

of the railcars, which are now servicing both 
the outer suburban New South Wales rail 
network as well as some inner suburban 
network routes.” “These important project wins 
and extensions demonstrate UGL's ability to 
deliver safe, reliable and flexible rolling stock 
delivery and asset management solutions to 
our customers,’ he added. 


SSR BREAKS NEW GROUND 
NSW rail operator Southern Shorthaul Railroad 
(SSR) has broken new ground, with the operation 


of its first coal train from the western coalfields of 
NSW. This is the first time any rail operator apart 
from NSW government-owned entities (and their 
subsequent metamorphosis into part of Pacific 
National) has hauled coal from this region. The first 
service from the western coalfields operated from 
Lidsdale (near Wallerawang, 12kms northwest 

of Lithgow) to Port Kembla Coal Terminal on 

the afternoon of Saturday 26 February. The train 
comprised locomotives G513/C508/G514/G511 
hauling 32 new PHTH coal wagons. A number of 
SSR coal services have also operated since this 
date from Lidsdale to Port Kembla. 


QLD COAL NEWS 


QR National announced on 15 February it 

had signed a new haulage agreement with 
Anglo American Metallurgical Coal to haul 

coal from the Capcoal Mining Complex to 

the Port of Gladstone. QR National Executive 
Vice President and CEO Coal Customers 

and Strategy Curtis Davies said QR National 
started railing in February under a new contract 
that will generate more than $120 million 

in revenue. “The take or pay contract with 
Anglo American will see our trains move up to 
2.7 million tonnes a year of coal from Anglo 
American's Capcoal Mining complex to the port 
of Gladstone.” Mr Davies said. “QR National 
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At Western Basin No 4 Berth at Carrington in Newcastle on the afternoon of Friday 18 February, CFCLA locomotives KL81/FL220 (on lease to SSR) 
assemble a number of new PHTH coal hoppers before hauling them as train number 4478 to Broadmeadow to enter traffic on SSR coal services. These 
wagons (which can be loaded to 100 tonnes gross) are slightly smaller than many of the Hunter Valley coal hoppers delivered over the last 18 years 
which can be loaded to 120 tonnes gross. The smaller PHTH wagons are designed for use on the RailCorp network where the maximum permissible axle 


is pleased to execute this agreement with 
Anglo American which provides for haulage to 
Gladstone through to late 2014.” 

QR National further announced on 21 
February that they had won a 10 year, $600 
million contract with Jellinbah Resources 
to rail 6 mtpa from Lake Vermont to Abbot 
Point terminal via the Northern missing link. 
Railings will commence in January 201 2. It 
is QR National’s first coal haulage contract 
via the GAPE project. The GAPE project 
includes 69 kilometres of new track known as 
the Northern Missing Link that will connect 
the Goonyella and Newlands coal systems. 
The first trains are on track to run on GAPE 
from January 2012, as part of an expansion 
that will double the capacity of coal that can 
be railed to Abbot Point for export to 50 
mtpa, and offer risk mitigation benefits to QR 
National, its customers and coal consumers. 
The tonnage represents 12% of the capacity 
of the link (50 mtpa). QR National currently 
rails 3.25 mtpa from Lake Vermont to 
Dalrymple Bay and Gladstone. 


TASRAIL NEWS 


The longstanding relationship between 
Tasmania’s Railway and MMG Rosebery has 
survived many challenges over the decades, 
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on Friday 28 January 2011. 
Image by Kevin Schultz 


including numerous commodity price cycles 
and respective changes in ownership, but 

it's a relationship that continues to serve the 
Tasmanian economy well. In February MMG 
celebrated 75 years of mill operations at 
Rosebery. Throughout this time, output from 
the mill has been transported by rail through 
the West Coast to the Port of Burnie. In recent 
years, TasRail has strengthened its position as 
MMQ's preferred freight carrier, by extending 
logistics services to include storage and 
shiploading of mineral concentrates. 
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In recent weeks, TasRail Locomotive 
2012 was given a special makeover and it 
returned to service today, proudly displaying 
new livery especially designed to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the Rosebery Mill. 
Chief Executive Officer, Damien White, 
said it was appropriate for TasRail to 
acknowledge the milestone achievement of 
one of its major customers. 

“MMG is a significant Tasmanian industry 
and a major customer of TasRail”, Mr White 
said. “The railway has featured prominently 
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Standing under the loader at AWB Grong Grong between Junee and Narrandera, $312/EL54 load 3998 grain destined for Inner Harbour at Port Kembla 


in the history of the West Coast mining 
industry and TasRail looks forward to working 
with MMG and other customers to support 
continued economic growth in Tasmania. 
General Manager MMG Rosebery, 
John Lamb, welcomed the honour provided 
by TasRail saying “The Rosebery mine has 
had a long and vibrant association with the 
Railway over the 75 years of our operation. 
The relationship with TasRail is strong 
and cooperative. This will continue for the 
foreseeable future.’ 
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Severe flooding on the Nullabor necessitated 5SP5 intermodal service to be terminated at Broken Hill and its locomotives requisitioned to load a ballast 


train at Broken Hill. Here 5M51 ballast departs Stirling North on Friday 25 February 2011 hauled by NR85/NR58/EL51 enroute to Rawlinna. The EL was 
detached at Port Augusta for onforwarding to Adelaide for repairs. 


Image by Geoff Hann 
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Heading south for another of ore concentrate from the Primrose loading point at Rosebery, DQ2012/DQ2001/DQ2008 haul 277 empty ore near Ridgley on 
Monday 28 February 2011. 
Image by Alex Rothwell 
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Snaking through the S-curves past ( Gould’s Lagoon between ‘Austins F Ferry and Granton, z21 13/ ZA21 16/ZA21 14/z21 102 are in the early stages of their 
overnight j journey on 236 goods to Burnie on Monday 19 March 2007. 
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Having dropped downgrade from Rogerville, the climb has commenced through Brighton past the steam - era water tank as Z2112/ZA2115/ZA2117/ 
ZA2116/Z2113 haul 136 goods to Burnie on Sunday 30 October 2005. 


“Transported to Van Diemen’s Land”; back in the early 1800’s such a notion would have sent a shiver 
through the spine of many a poor convict deported from the “Old Dart” to one of the most horrid 
destinations possible. However, I was actually looking forward to my “exile” from the mainland when 
I was transferred to Hobart in 2004. The two and a half years odd that I spent bouncing around inside 


vintage Tassie narrow gauge diesels seems like a fair while ago now. 


My memory is already starting to fade, but fortunately I have some photos to jolt it. 
So enjoy this cab ride featuring the scenery of the South Line. 


ith the collapse of Ed Burkhardt’s 

international rail empire, part of 

what was originally pink (British 
Empire) on the world map was acquired by 
Pacific National for whom I found myself 
working in 2002 when the NSW state 
government finally privatized the freight rail 
operation. With Lithgow loco depot having 
suffered the corporate cost cutting, I decided to 
opt for a change and headed south. 

And at first my experience of what was 
still referred to as Tasrail (the identity only 
changing to Pacific National Tasmania 
some months after I relocated) was like a 
breath of fresh air. Tasrail still operated 
like a “traditional” railway, one not bound 
up by corporate contrivances or excessive 
Occupational Health and Safety regulations. 
Sadly, this was not to last long as the 


“oppression” eventually followed me south. 


The TGR (Tasmania Government 


Railway) had the distinction of obtaining the 
first main line diesel electric locomotives (the X 
class) in Australia and the first Beyer - Garratt 
steam engines went to work in Tasmania. But 
innovation ran out of puff in Tassie when the 
system was handed over to firstly Australian 
National, and then in 1997 with the demise of 
AN in stepped Ed in the guise of Australian 
Transport Network. From 1998 Ed set about 
attempting to rid the “apple isle” of the English 
Electrics with his preference for EMD. But, the 
EE’s are tough old beasts, and some still rattle 
along the goat track that is Tasrail today. 

I was based in Hobart, the southern buffer 
stop of the TGR, come AN Tasrail, come ATN 
Tasrail, come PN ‘Tasmania rail system, now 
Tasrail, also the capital city of ‘Tassie. 

The current operation is a far cry from the 
days of the Tasmanian Government Railway, 
but some of the old TGR locomotives still do 
battle on the apple isle. 
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Back in late 2004 when I first trod down 
the gangplank of the Spirit of Tasmania 3, 
three trains were running almost daily on the 
Tassie south line. After being qualified in the 
Ed Burkhardt (ATN) legacy ‘Track Warrant 
safeworking system, plus route knowledge 
training, I was hurled into the fray. 

A locomotive facility no longer exists in the 
capital, all such maintenance being performed 
at the East Tamar facility in suburban 
Launceston. Hobart crews are qualified to 
Western Junction, just to the south of Lonnie 
(and woe betide any import who pronounces 
such as Lawnceston), 199 km north of Hobart. 

Except for south bound paper train 31 
(Burnie to Boyer), most of the traffic on the 
south line occurs during darkness. However, 
during summer daylight saving time, or due to 
late running, some segments of the south line 
can be glimpsed in daylight. 

The view of Hobart, from the top of Mount 


it 
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Wellington perched some 4166 feet up in the 
clouds, can be quite magnificent and it can also 
snow quite suddenly up there. The city and rail 
yard are nestled between the Mount and the 
Derwent River. The initial and final sections of 
the 20km “suburban” Hobart rail line traverse 
the bank of the river offering some nice views 
at the leisurely maximum pace of 45 km/h. 
Departing Hobart yard offers northbound 
trains the first challenge, climbing the sharply 
curved steep grade. Not only departing trains 
face this battle, but also the almost constant 
battle up and down this hill shunting the wagons 
between the five dead-end roads, the Toll yard 
and Macquarie wharf: The heaviest cargo, zinc 
ingots loaded into containers on the Macquarie 
wharf siding required a “run-up” when using a 
single engine to shunt with. With southbound 
train 33 due to arrive into the capital predawn, 
the 0530 yard crew would fire up one or 
more of the motive power and hectically start 
shoving wagons everywhere. Then before you 
knew it, southbound train 35 was hollering for 
permission to enter yard limits at 0730hrs. The 
day was off to a bad start if the morning crew 
could not find 33 when they signed on duty. You 
can fit 29 wagons in clear of the Hobart yard 
loop, taking into account the wagon lengths 
(QS and IB code wagons equal to 1.5 normal 
wagons). [his tended to work ok, until 33 started 
to grow in length. After which the incoming 
driver of 33 would need to divide his train, by 
himself (real fun in the dark plus bottom lift 
couplers which refuse to stay up requiring the 
use of a tree branch jammed under the lift bar 
handle) dragging in 29 wagons and leaving the 
remainder out on the main line within yard limits 
but outside yard points, three level crossings also 
making this a drama. 

But, then the intermodal traffic dropped 
off and train 33/38 was cancelled. 


With the remaining southbound 


; D2020 driving controls 
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intermodal train 35 subsequently built up to 
occasional whopper lengths, delays and dramas 
began to occur frequently. The morning yard 
crew could not shunt until train 35 appeared. 
So, one of the two remaining Tasrail Y class 
(2151) was sent south in early 2006 to become 
the Hobart yard shunter. Attempting to lift a 
rake of zinc off the wharf with this vintage 
beast provided some entertainment indeed. 

Kangaroo - hopping the thing up the 
2.2°% grade from Bridgewater Junction to 
Rogerville log yard (KPS 24) one hot day with 
an optimistic load, and my rail operator on the 
ground tossing sand under the wheels, just one 
of the memorable jaunts. I doubted that all 800 
of the 1960’s EE horses had been pulling their 
weight for some years. But, sadly, after I had 
become accustomed to the Y class idiosyncrasies 
it suddenly vanished back up north when the 
other Y class (2150) died in Burnie. 

Anyway, as train 35 began to plunge into 
regular tardiness and drama, the 0530hrs yard 
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driver would need to go belting off north in a 
car to relieve the midnight bloke. 

Also in early 2006, the first MKA class units 
arrived into Hobart for crew familiarization. 

No, not new machines, these late 1960’s 
1800hp EE’s dubbed the QR 1300 class had 
been acquired when the Queenslanders purged 
their loco fleet of remaining English Electrics. 
AN Tasrail had dubbed them the ZC class. 
Some did battle in AN yellow, while others lay 
rusting in OR paint at East Tamar. 

Morrison Knudsen had lobbed down- 
under (to Whyalla SA) and kit bashed eight of 
the redundant ZC class by slapping a shovel 
nose cab on the front in 1995. 

Six of these so called MKA class 
languished unwanted until acquired by Pacific 
National to invade the OR narrow gauge. The 
MLAKA’s were used for route familiarization 
prior to the arrival of the PN class locomotives 
then loitered in the weeds at Gympie until 
PN decided to shove three of them on a boat 
bound for Tassie. Strange rebuilds indeed, 
and when the vigilance alarm when off, YIKES 
as loud as an air raid siren (part of DOO 
preparation to test the vigilance alarm which 
must transmit through the train radio to control). 

The WABCO brake valve also took some 
getting used to. If brake pipe air pressure drops 
too suddenly (attaching wagons) the recharging 
diaphragm gets stuck, so you have to slam it 
into emergency and then back to release. 

Likewise when performing the vigilance test 
and bake pipe air dump, the brake pipe may not 
recharge after resetting the vigilance - great fun 
while shunting back and forth, needing to place 
the brakes into emergency frequently to achieve 
a recharge.Press the “quick recharge” button 
while the independent (engine brakes) are 
applied and a diaphragm ruptures allowing full 


main reservoir pressure into the brake cylinders. 


Get a wheel slip and on slam the engine brakes 
(EE anti-slip brake), get a wheel spin and also you 
get a phantom over speed traction alarm which 
transmits to train control as a vigilance penalty. 

Accidentally nudge the big red button with 
your knee and the bloody thing shuts down. 

A trap as the big red button may not pop fully 
back out thusly preventing restarting the thing. 

And whatever you do, when you check 
the battery knife switch DON’T touch the 
traction bus bar behind the electrical cabinet 
door at the rear of the cab. With the amps 
flowing through it, no wonder that it heats 
up like an oven inside the cab. Now all 
six MKAs reside in Tassie. Departing the 
capital, having performed a vigilance test 
and scribbled out a ‘Track Warrant, you pass 
the yard limit board just before diving under 
the Tasman Bridge abutments. 

Ever since part of this bridge collapsed 
when a pylon was struck by a ship attempting 
to pass beneath, motorist and pedestrian traffic 
is stopped at either side whenever a ship 1s 
about to sail under. The only large shipping 
traffic now days passing beneath being the zinc 
ore arriving at the zinc works wharf. 

This zinc ore rattles north on the Melba 
line to Burnie where it is dumped and shovelled 
into the boat to bob the briny around the 
Tassie coastline to Hobart. After being smelted 


into ingots, the zinc once again rides the rails 


« DQ drivers cab 


back north this time on the South line. 

Ah, but they did attempt to sail back 
north with the ingots one time, but the 
woodwork required to fit out the bulk carrier 
hull for containers was too expensive and 
time consuming. 

Rattling towards Moonah suburb the line 
veers away from the river. Slam on the brakes as 
you plunge downhill to Derwent Park Junction, 
25kmph through the disused loop points. 

The branch line to the zinc works at 
Lutana was close some years ago. 

At Glenorchy you pass the site of the 
Tasmanian Transport Museum. Ever since 
PN decided to not allow main line access to 
societies, they don’t venture far anymore with 
their preserved TGR exhibits. 

The Hobart suburban line was originally 
double track for 13 km odd almost to Claremont 
suburb, but to reduce maintenance costs the old 
down (away from Hobart) track was removed 
and replaced with a concrete cycleway. After 
train 33/38 was cancelled, the Boyer shunter 
(normally ZB 2123) would frequently be 
required to run into Hobart as train 67 and 
returning as train 66, should there be excess 
loading for northbound paper train 32 required 
to be attached to northbound intermodal train 
36. Or if extra wagons were required at Boyer, 
or loading for Boyer had arrived on southbound 


intermodal train 35. The morning Boyer crew 
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tallying the anticipated load for 32 would need 
to decide how much would be excess when 
discovering what motive power had been 
assigned to southbound paper train 31. ‘This 
excess loading, mostly containers for Bell Bay 
and any empty coal hoppers. Such loading had 
previously gone north on intermodal train 38 
which would depart the Capital at 1330hrs to 
run north to Bridgewater Junction and thence 
west along the Derwent Valley line to Boyer. 
‘Train 38 would then eventually continue north 
chasing both 32 and train 36. ‘The special 
provisions of the “Protect Against” local 
version of a Track Warrant permitting trains 

to travel in convoy being separated by a 5km 
buffer zone maintained by train control radio 
communication. A following train would request 
a km peg (KPS for km peg South line) of which 
the train ahead had passed, and then proceed 
to a peg 5km behind such, and so on. So, when 
three trains were running north, the radio 
chitchat was quite hectic. Only when the train 
ahead had arrived in clear of yard limits, or due 
to a failure, could the following train be allowed 
to “close up” that distance. 

The northern extreme of the Hobart 
suburbia is reached at Granton (KPS20) where 
we again see the Derwent River. 

Northbound train 36 may need to halt 
here and wait for northbound paper train 32 


to clear the KPS 30 before continuing. Very 


Australian Railways Illustrated { 13 } 


; Early on the morning of Wednesday 18 October 2006, 335 goods rounds the curve at Siding Hill hauled by D2020/D2021. 


rarely was 36 allowed to proceed ahead of 
prestigious 32. However, on such rare occasions 
the pressure was on the Hobart driver of 36 

to keep out of the way of 32 with an eager 
Conara chap aboard. 

*32 to 36, ’'m sitting at the KPS 30 have 
you passed the KPS 40 yet?” 

“36 to 32, no not yet, in a couple of 
minutes I will”. 

“32 to 36, *#@$*+*#@!” 

PN'T was to eventually introduce strict 
adherence to radio protocol. 

But as train failures became more frequent, 
36 would be utilized for the rescue mission. 
Should southbound paper 31 be running late, 
then either the motive power for northbound 36 
would run light engine (LE) to Boyer, or if train 
36 was ready to depart Hobart, train 36 would set 
sail to Granton where the engines were detached 
and the wagons stabled, continuing LE to Boyer. 

Northbound paper train 32 would depart 
Boyer on time with the motive power from 
36 and proceed to Tea Tree crossing loop (or 
further depending upon how late 31 was). 

Should the 36 motive power be insufficient 
to get 32 up the 2.5% grade to Tea Tree, then 
the Boyer ZB shunter would assist. 

Then at ‘Tea Tree (KPS 32) or where ever, 
the motive power would swap between 31 and 
32, allowing the engines for 36 to head back to 
Boyer with tardy 31 to eventually get back to 


Granton and intermodal train 36 which had 
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been rusting to the rails for hours. Such a Tea 
‘Tree shuffle required a Work Between Track 
Warrant permitting two direction running. 

for a short period a shuttle service was 
attempted between Hobart and Parattah (KPS 
88) utilizing the motive power for 36 and the 
now spare Hobart driver after the cancellation 
of train 33/38. This idea was born out of the 
need to get excess loading north that was over 
the load for trains 32 and 36, Parattah being 
north of the 2.5% steep grades of the South 
line. 42 goods would zoom out of Hobart north 
to Parattah where the driver would detach 
and stable the train (by himself) then return to 
Hobart LE ahead of southbound 31. 

Northbound intermodal 36 would then 
depart Hobart and run north to Parattah and 
then attach the stabled loading then continue 
north. ‘This operation didn’t succeed very 
often and was scrapped. But, it did provide the 
rare opportunity of daylight photography at a 
remote scenic curve at KPS 56. 

From Granton you proceed into Bridgewater 
Junction yard limits, where the Derwent Valley 
line veers off to follow the Derwent River west to 
Boyer and the Norse Skog paper mill. 

As this is classed as a different line to the 
South, separate Track Warrants must be utilized 
to traverse this line. You cannot proceed to 
Boyer from Hobart on a single Track Warrant. 

The points at Bridgewater are set to 


automatically default to the route from the north 
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to Boyer. However if a train approaches from 
Granton, once tripping the track circuit, the 
points at the north end of the triangle swing 
over and the northbound train can proceed. 
Signal no. 2 on the approach to the causeway 
should display green if all is correct to head 
north. If displaying red then something is amiss, 
maybe even the old lift bridge locking is not 
secure, plus the Midland Highway level crossing 
onto the causeway may not be protected by 
operating lights and bells. 

With the hectic highway traffic, motorists 
don’t like trains, and many will dash through 
the crossing lights as the train proceeds through 
yard limits at the restricted speed of 25 km/h, 
and then up across the lift bridge at 15 km/h. 

At the northern end of the lift bridge 
span, signal no.4 should also display green to 
continue north. To proceed to Boyer, you can 
stop at signal no. 4, dismount and press the 
manual route selection buttons, or utilize the 
train radio on the switch channel by selecting 
the specific switch number frequency and 
hitting the selcall button. The southern points 
of the triangle should then swing over and a 
yellow indication in signal no. 4 to allow you 
to proceed towards Boyer. So, if accompanied 
by a rail operator, while he dismounts to 
press buttons, you can call train control over 
the radio for the Track Warrant necessary to 
proceed to Boyer, and also clear the incoming 


‘Track Warrant from Hobart. 


Trains heading south to Hobart upon 
approach to Bridgewater Junction yard limits 
must first call train control for permission to 
enter yard limits, and then switch over to the 
switch channel and select the necessary switch 
frequency (SW 31) to swing the northern 
points across from the default direction to 
Boyer. This must all be done before tripping 
the northern track circuit while trying to 
control the train descending the 2.2°% grade. 
If unsuccessful and a yellow indication 
continues to glow in signal 1, then you can 
stop at signal | and dismount and press the 
manual route setting button - don't release the 
train brakes, the engine brakes alone will not 
hold the train stationary while you are absent 
from the cab. Once green glows in signal 
1 all is ok to continue south to the Capital. 
Signal 3 at the northern points of the triangle 
must also display green. If encountering 
RED indications, then you are stuck until an 
electrician zooms out to inspect the points, 
track circuits and the lift bridge. There are 
only seven functioning signals remaining in 
the southern region of ‘Tassie, 6 of them at 
Bridgewater Junction. Signal number 10, at 
the Naval Level crossing in Hobart yard only 
exists to indicate that the crossing lights and 
bells are correctly functioning. 

A large component of the Hobart crew 


work is at Boyer (KPD 14) with the preparation 


of the paper train and shunting the mill. 
Originally coal arrived by rail and was 
used in the mill furnace, however it now arrives 

by road transport. Tipping the coal hoppers 
consumed a lot of time. An energetic rail 
operator could manage to get three hoppers 
positioned over the tipper in the one session. 
The first hopper dumped easily into the empty 
chute auger, the second hopper contents 
clogging in the middle of the chute, so the 
hopper slowly shoved forwards and backwards 
to even out the pile, then plonking the third 
hopper over the now chockers chute to slowly 
dump allowing an hour to perform other duties. 

Train Control was not only concerned 
about progress with getting train 32 ready to 
depart but also the progress with coal tipping. 
With a limited roster of coal hoppers, all were 
necessary to circulate daily between the coal 
mine on the Fingal branch and wherever and 
at a peak delivery to Boyer, the crew would 
need to tip up to 13 hoppers. 

The Boyer crew were rattling between 
shunting the paper train wagons being loaded 
with UPMs and containers up on the New 
Loop yard and back down to the Boyer station 
yard to tip coal hoppers. Back when train 38 
did operate the place could be crammed full of 
wagons making shunting a delicate concern. 

Also originally wagons of logs would arrive 


by rail to be unloaded into the mill woodchipper 


however log traffic has totally ceased on rail, all 
now being transported by road. 

Depending on wagon length, rakes of eight 
wagons can be loaded with paper per shunt on 
the apron of the mill in the new loop. These 
rakes being shoved out onto the main line, just 
west of the mill to eventually become the entire 
northbound paper train 32. 

The final chore of the Boyer crew before 
inbound paper train 31 arrived was to perform 
a train brake test while the mill foreman walks 
around the train to inspect the security and 
consignee date of the UPMs. If a problem 1s 
detected, most likely the incorrect consignee 
shipment date, the ZB could not lift the entire 
train back to allow the problem to be rectified, 
so the train had be divided. 

If all goes well according to Hoyle (no 
time to play cards at Boyer), 32 will be ready 
to roll when the Conara bloke aboard 31 
hollers for permission to enter yard limits at 
Boyer. If sufficient time permits and with the 
co-operation of the Conara bloke (he is due to 
have his meal break), you can attempt to shunt 
the first part of 31 before detaching the motive 
power which will run out onto the main and 
attach to the loaded 32 waiting. 

After performing his vigilance test (opposite 
end loco now at lead), doing a brake continuity, 
and grabbing a Track Warrant from Bridgewater 


north (the incoming Bridgewater to Boyer ‘Track 


The rear of 535 goods is seen from the driver’s seat as the Hobart bound goods rounds the big curve at Siding Hill on Friday 31 December 2004. 
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; An extra 642 goods to Parattah is hauled by 22113/ZA2116/Z2112 as they round the big curve at Siding Hill on Friday 12 May 2006. 


Warrant would be a work between to allow the 
return providing that the loco consist does not 
alter), 32 sets sail to head back north. Once clear 
of the yard you can continue to shunt. 

The priority is to position any dangerous 
goods peroxide wagons on the apron for 
unloading early the next morning. The 
remainder of 31’s load being wood pulp and 
empty UPM bases, you probably need to fill up 
all three roads to stable the entire train. 

The driver can then uncouple the ZB and 
set it back towards the station while the rail 
operator cranks on handbrakes and flips open 
the wagon container twist-locks. Collecting 
the rail operator you rattle back down to the 
station to continue tipping coal. 

When things go awry, I have even tipped 
coal hoppers by myself while the rail operator 
and driver of the train 36 motive power have 
had to drag out 32 to meet a tardy 31 at Tea 
Tree. Plonking my torch on a rock to shine 
on the end of a coal hopper when correctly 
positioned over the dumper, then walking back 
and forth to operate the hopper door controls, 
tipper controls and back to the engine to move 
the rake to the next hopper. 

I would presume that the Hobart crews 
nowadays do not miss the coal tipping facet of 
the Boyer job. 


Climbing north from Bridgewater Junction 
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you first proceed through Rogerville (KPS 24) 
where a small yard existed without yard limits. 
The two yard roads were designated as Not 
Main Line track and therefore did not require 
a ‘Track Warrant to occupy, however to shunt in 
and out you naturally need one. 

Under the Midlands Highway and plunge 
down the 2.5°% grade to Brighton through the 
series of 35 km/h curves. The old wooden 
trestle has now been replaced by a concrete 
construction, but one does wonder just how many 
trains will continue to rattle across this concrete. 

From Brighton you commence the long 
2.5°%0 climb to the KPS 30 and on to Tea Tree 
crossing loop. If you are struggling up to the 
KPS30 then you know that you are going have 
problems further north where the infamous 
Rhyndaston tunnel exists. 

Tea ‘Tree (KPS 32) is the first crossing loop 
north of Hobart, and the site of numerous 
shufHles between paper trains 31 and 32. The 
1300hrs Hobart yard driver would also hope 
to get relieved at Tea Tree having departed the 
Capital on train 36 at 1800hrs. If things were 
going well indeed the bloke aboard 36 would 
work further north before getting relieved to 
then drive himself back to Hobart in the crew 
car, still hopeful of a 2100’ish sign off time. 

But, with increasing train failures and 


problems, the 1300hrs bloke would be still up 
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at Boyer or heading there with tardy 31 having 
performed the Tea Tree swap over with 32 
when his relief was hunting for him, train 36 
stranded loco less at Granton. 

Continuing north departing Tea Tree you 
climb to Rekuna and plunge down the 2.5% 
grade to Campania (KPS 44). 

I have actually had a functioning dynamic 
brake on D2020 one time when working 36 
north and plunging down to “beer bend”. I 
still need to hit the air to control the speed, but 
having dynamic is a nice experience. 

I dubbed it “beer bend” when first 
encountering it and spying the heaps of 
aluminium beer cans strewn along the perway. 
Shortly before my exile to Tassie, train 36 
had derailed in this spot. Part of the load was 
containers of beer cans being shipped north. A 
derailed container had flung open and hurled 
beer cans everywhere. It was reported that many 
of the Campania residents hoofed along the 
track the 2km odd to the site to collect this booty. 
Yes trains derail in Tassie quite frequently! 

You will get to see a good chunk of your train 
as you clunk around the almost constant sharp 
bends, including the scenic spot below Siding 
Hill at the KPS 56. 

Stull rattling north, you hope for relief at 
Colebrook (KPS 62). If you have somehow 


ended up here onboard 32 in search of a very 


late 31, then your day has been hideous. 

Especially if you are in ZB 2123 assisting 
and gasping in the exhaust fumes from the 
locos from 36 in front of you. Due to such 
concerns, management had suggested that 
the ZB should bank the rear of 32 instead 
of being spliced in the shafts behind the 36 
motive power. But, this would have been a 
worse scenario due to train coupler slack, plus 
a nightmare to remarshal when swapping the 
motive power between 31 and 32. 

Northbound paper 32 had been dragged 
to Colebrook to meet southbound 31 a number 
of times, but fortunately I had only copped the 
one episode when I was assisting with the ZB 
that far, other Hobart drivers were not so lucky. 

Strangely, ZB 2123 seemed to be one 
loco which managed to possess a functioning 
dynamic brake for much of the time. It also was 
not banned from working during summer fire 
ban restrictions, as were the other ZB’s and all 
the remaining ZA’s. After some scrub fires had 
ignited along the perway, caused by sparks from 
the EE exhaust stacks, certain units prone to 
sparks were banned from working the South line 
during such hot conditions. Other locomotives 
could continue to operate providing that a hi-rail 
vehicle with water fighting equipment trailed the 
trains. I thought that sparks could shower from 
my beloved Aussie Alco exhausts, crikey; the 
EE’s can light up the night sky. 

Colebrook is also the place that you had to 


sit and wait to see if the train ahead managed 
to make it through Rhyndaston tunnel, when 
chasing in convoy. It is basically 11 kilometres 
of 2.5°% grade uphill, sharp curves from 
Colebrook to and through the 800 metre long 
Rhyndaston tunnel. I was informed during my 
road knowledge training that if you managed 
to make it up past the KPS 68.5 then you 
should make it. 

However, more and more trains began to 
stall, quite a lot actually inside the tunnel. ‘This 
predicament is a horror. No radio communication 
inside or adjacent the tunnel portals, nor mobile 
phone coverage, you are ALL ALONE. 

Stall inside the tunnel, and the exemption 
to the rules for setting back in ‘Track Warrant 
territory applied. You could set back just clear of 
the south portal and try to remedy the problem, 
normally a low water shut down, and then 
have another go. As you slide backwards in the 
choking swirling exhaust, how the heck do you 
know when you are getting near to the south 
portal? ah, the ETU (end of train unit) monitor 
box suddenly comes alive, (it goes kaput when 
the loco enters the tunnel losing radio contact 
with the ETU), so slam on the brakes. 

Now you fire up the “personal monitor” 
(a handheld two-way that transmits to base 
via the loco train control radio) which receives 
the regular beep from control which you must 
respond to, otherwise the alarm goes off at 


Control. If unsuccessful, and there was a train 


sitting at Colebrook, then he could stable his 
train and come to the rescue Light Engine. If 
there is no train behind you and none ahead 
to head south to the rescue, then you could be 
requested to divide the train, by yourself. 

All trains proceeding through Rhyndaston 
tunnel MUST carry a respirator. 

It was discovered that whilst wearing this 
WW? vintage respirator, the driver cannot 
evacuate the cab of an MKA. So, the MKA 
class were then banned from leading a train 
northbound from Hobart. 

Blow the top off the damn tunnel was my 
response. But, as some farmer has his house 
positioned right above the tunnel, we can’t go 
sending him into orbit, was the management 
response. I departed ‘Tassie before this tunnel 
conundrum was fully resolved. 

Successful through the tunnel and crawl 
out of the north portal and continue on 
towards Lake ‘Tiberias and on to the next 
crossing loop at Parattah (KPS 88), making the 
necessary train control radio broadcast prior 
to entering the tunnel and then upon exiting, 
much to the relief of train control sitting 
anxiously up in Lonnie. 

Parattah was once a TGR train crew depot 
with crew barracks (Parattah and book-off), but 
nowdays very little remains at Parattah except 
for the crossing loop plus an emergency siding 
under a defunct gantry. During a Tunbridge 


derailment recovery and the flooding of June 


: The view along the train seen from the driver’s seat as 635 goods traverses the curves near Andover on Saturday 28 October 2006. 
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2005 cutting the South line, Parattah was a 
handy spot to store stuff. Parattah is also close 
to the highest rail elevation of the South line. 
‘The grades are less severe now heading north. 

Continuing north from Parattah, crikey 
you are flying, your relief can’t easily get at you 
now until York Plains (RPS 102). The railway 
line is not near the Midlands Highway in this 
region and you don’t spy the highway until you 
curve around through Antill Ponds (KPS 112). 

However, first you must descend the 
Andover deviation. A 40 km/h section, except 
for the 35 km/h boards either side of the back- 
road level crossing half way down. 

Through Nala and on to York Plains, still 
no relief, so you must now descend the Tin 
Dish, another 40 km/h section, and location 
of the beginning of the derailment in January 
2005. Once down at Antill Ponds, still no 
relief in sight, but you do spy the B-double big 
rigs belting along the highway. They can do 
110 km/h, you can’t. You’re doing 55 km/h, 
after you clear the temporary 20 km/h speed 
restriction green board past the small culvert. 

I was the 0530hrs Hobart yard driver the 
morning after the big derailment of northbound 
36. ‘The rail operator and I were dispatched in 
individual crew cars north to the scene. Firstly 
we had to stop in at Parattah and uncouple the 
locos from northbound 38 goods which had 
been stabled there the night before following 
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During February 2006, Z2110 leads 35 goods through the Tin Dish deviation between Antill Plains and York Plains. 


the derailment. I left my car there; I would need 
it later, MUCH later to get back to Hobart. 
Once I was on my way aboard the locos LE, the 
rail operator drove his car to Tunbridge. After 
mucking around all day at the recovery site at 
‘Tunbridge shoving wagons back and forwards 

as they were rerailed, I had to detach and return 
to Parattah LE, by myself. I decided to shoot a 
quick shot of the two EE Z class at the start of 
the climb out of Antill Ponds. By the time I had 
recoupled the engines to the train at Parattah and 
stabled them, then drove myself home to Hobart 
I had scored a rather long day. My 1300hrs relief 
was himself also at Tunbridge battling with the 
engines at the north end of the mess. 

Due to coupler slack action plus an 
uneven weight distribution, the leading bogie 
of that wagon jumped off the rails at about 
the KPS 107. But, the air hose didn’t break, 
and the coupler remained attached to the 
wagon ahead. So, as northbound train 36 
continued downhill, the errant wheels merrily 
bounced along the ballast. Back in those days 
the Hobart bloke aboard 36 changed over 
with the Conara bloke aboard southbound 
33 at Tunbridge (KPS 122) crossing loop. 
Stopping adjacent the lead unit of 33, the 
blokes changed over, the Conara bloke now 
heading back north on 36 began to pull in 
clear of the south loop switch. The Hobart 


bloke now comfortable in the lead cab of 
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southbound 33 suddenly yelled over the train 
radio “S'TOP, you are in the dirt”. 

The errant wheels that had merrily 
bounced along the ballast for 15 kilometres 
now hit the south loop switch and decided to go 
bush. ‘The irony of it all, the Hobart bloke got 
to witness his own derailment head-on. 

Sometime later, I was working 35 goods 
south and climbing the Tin Dish in roughly 
the same spot (KPS 110); I looked back and 
noticed sparks. I slammed on the brakes, radioed 
train control (who immediately groaned - "not 
another derailment there!"), Not another 
derailment there), fired up the personal monitor 
and hoofed back along the train in the darkness. 

Many years ago I had been told that “a 
good driver never looks back”. NO, ‘cause he 
don’t want no frights. Ignorance is bliss. 

However, no I wasn’t in the dirt. The brake 
rigging push rod had broken away from the idler 
lever and was dragging in the ballast. I could 
not dismantle the remains, the bolts had rusted. 
So, somehow I had to tie up the remains. Had it 
continued to drag and hit the north loop switch 
at Parattah, it wouldn’t necessarily derail the 
wagon, but would definitely damage the switch 
spreader bars. No rope, I was forced to snap 
some wire from the boundary fence to use to 
wrap around the substructure, all by myself in 
the dark, underneath a wagon hoping that the 
train brakes would hold steady on the 2°% grade. 


Train Controls agitation now changed from 
fears of derailment to train delay; “how much 
longer ya going to be?” 

But, that Tin Dish (name of the nearby 
stream) must be jinxed, another derailment did 
occur there in 2008. 

The heavy rains of June 2005 resulted 
in flooding and the South line was cut ina 
number of spots just north of Tunbridge. 

But, again for the sake of this cab ride, the sun 
is still shining as we rattle through the ‘Tunbridge 
north loop switch to continue on towards Conara 
Junction. Mind you, this is now an exceptional 
circumstance to be still in daylight this far north. 

For a period, a zinc train special ran on 
Sundays and departed Hobart much earlier 
than the normal 36. So, during summer 
months if working this job, you did get to see 
sunshine on the way north. The 0530hrs yard 
crew would have most of the wharf shunting 
completed by the time that the 1300hrs yard 
crew signed on duty. This was a bonus for 
the 1300hrs rail operator, who after finishing 
the shunting, compiling the train consist and 
performing the train brake exam could sneak 
home as soon as the train departed. This did 
mean that the 1300hrs driver would end up a 
long way north by the time he was relieved and 
be faced with a long car drive home. 

But this caper didn’t last long, eventually 


a Sunday zinc special stuck up on the climb 


to Rhyndaston creating havoc when the 
northbound paper train made an appearance 
behind it at Colebrook. To think that they put 
zinc in pills and sunscreen lotion, it is real heavy 
stuff when it is on a train. So, that was an end 
to the Sunday zinc special going ahead of the 
paper train. 39 kilometres to go to reach yard 
limits at Conara Junction, you rattle through the 
historic hamlets of Ross and Campbell ‘Town, 
both steeped in convict history. The convict 
built Red Bridge in Campbell Town is one of 
the oldest in Australia to still support a main 
highway. But with the 45 km/h section though 
Campbell Town, you still can’t match that of 
the highway speed, being 50 km/h through the 
town, but, once over the top of the hill out of 
town, you can belt along at 60 km/h, the highest 
rail speed permitted on the South line. This 
does not last long though, and you are slamming 
on the brakes for the 50 km/h curve downhill 
towards the Conara Junction yard limit board 
and hollering over the train radio to control for 
permission to go in. 

She won’t roll up the 2.2°% climb to the 
station, so you have got to give it some notches 
for the final time, slamming on the brakes as you 
come alongside the platform. Whacko, relief on 
the platform. You report your arrival to ‘Train 
Control but cannot clear the Track Warrant as 
the ETU will most likely be still hanging out 


beyond the yard limit board, unless you have a 


really short train. A mere technicality, I know, 
but the compliance auditors just adore finding 
such safeworking breaches. You jump straight 

in the car and begin your two hour odd drive 
home. After all, it got there ok and should depart 
ok, AND a good driver never looks back. 

Western Junction I hear you ask, crikey 
that’s another 38 kilometres further north. 
Surely you don’t want me to go all that way 
tonight. You are not going to see it in daylight, 
unless you have snagged 31 due to the Conara 
bloke being unavailable, or the wheels have 
well and truly fallen off. 

The midnight Hobart bloke, who is in search 
of southbound 35, can be told to motor all the 
way to Western Junction to relieve it if there has 
been a delay. You may even be required to pause 
at Conara Junction to help shunt northbound 38, 
and then motor on to Western Junction to get 35. 

Though after the demise of 33/38 it 
would only be a late running 36 that may need 
attention at Conara Junction. If however train 
control’s first utterance is “are you sitting down” 
when you enquire as to the whereabouts of 35 
goods when signing on duty at Hobart, you 
know that you are in for a rough night. 

If you do make it all the way north to 
Western Junction, then as you pass over the 
Evandale level crossing you can contemplate 
the annual Penny Farthing race held in 


February. But, they don’t do that at night time! 


* On Monday 15 November 2004, DQ2012/ZP2100/DQ2004 haul 231 goods through Tunbridge southward to Boyer. 
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Company Description: The rapid expansion of the 
Australian rail freight market in the last few years has 
led to an unprecedented, and often unfulfilled, 
demand for locomotives and wagons. CFCL Australia 
(CFCLA) has been one of the few companies to seize 
the opportunity to provide rail operators with flexible, 
short, medium and long-term rolling stock lease 
solutions. Capabilities include fully maintained 
operating leases as well as complete turnkey supply 


of train sets for industrial shippers. 


CFCLA has restructured its Rail JV and associated 
debt facilities in 2008 and recently announced 
Marubeni Corporation (45%] and Marubeni 
Australia (4%) participation in a 49% equity investment 
in the CFCLA Rail JV. The Marubeni Group is a 
diversified Japan based global trader and industrial 
investor, with assets of over US$41 billion anda 
presence in over 65 countries. In 2010, Marubeni 
celebrates 50 years in Australia. Marubeni bring to 
the Rail JV expertise in rolling stock leasing in the 
US and rail turn key solutions in many countries 
around the world. 


CFCLA and Marubeni under the Rail JV look 
forward to expanding its investment in the 
Australian rail industry. 


‘Celebrating our 11th year of delivering leasing 
solutions to the Australian Rail Industry’. 


62 Moore St, Liverpool NSW PO Box 3206 
Ph : 02 9602 8640 Se Liverpool NSW 2170 
FAX : 02 9602 8874 oo 


www.casulahobbies.com.au sales@casulahobbies.com.au 


Orders are now being taken for our first ready to run models due March 2011 


R.T.R. Model of the NSWR SUBURBAN TULLOCH DOUBLE DECK TRAILERS 
Available in TUSCAN RED, INDIAN RED and BLUE / WHITE 
Tulloch Double Deck Trailer in two car sets 
Limited road numbers of each pack available 


Underbody parts & interior seats will be available separately to detail 
your electric suburban stock 


Images courtesy of 
Peter Neve 


Item No 


The Double Deck Trailers listed below will be the next available. 
Blue livery & White low band along the bottom windows of the car. 
Gray body “City Rail’. 

Flake Gray (off White). 
Dark Gray. 

Silver Gray T4852 & T4867. 


Description 
T4845 & T4912 Tuscan with High Black Band - Manual Doors. 


T4898 & T4907 Tuscan with Low Black Band - Manual Doors. 


T4905 & T4918 Blue livery, white band along the middle of the car - Manual Doors. 


Orders taken also for Double Deck Motor Cars that we are working on how 
Will be available as 4 car sets including a powered motor car, 2 trailers as listed above and a dummy motor car. 
Comeng painted stainless-steel Double Deck motor car C3805 
Unpainted C3858 - C3741 - D4011 - T4021 - D4001 - T4702 - 4701 motor cars. 

Expected 2012 


Contact Details 


Name: Date: 
Address: Suburb /Town: 
State: Post Code: Phone: Mobile: 
Email: 


Please copy this page & send your details of interest. 
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N/A (Built New) 
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_ Modified Date: 
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Coal ee in ne Enter Valley (NSW) was 
revolutionised i In 1993 when the first 120t 


ee _ gross coal hoppers entered service. These 
___NHRH wagons were fitted with the ‘Kwik Drop’ 
Ze s door opening and door closing arms which - 

| SS provided a fully automatic discharge system at 

_ the Port Waratah Coal Services Carrington: and 


a Kooragang Island discharge sites. Due to their 


affectionately called ‘Bat Wing Hoppers’ 
Almost 20 years on, the Kwik Drop 
| discharging system has thrived and is now 
installed at PWCS Kooragang, PWCS 
Carrington, NCIG Kooragang, and recently _ 
_PKCT at Inner Harbour (Port Kembla). Plenty 


__ Of wagons to new designs have been built 2 
during this time, with the Bradken 120t devia _ 


__ being the most prolific to date. es 
The Bradken design, often referred to a 
as ‘Bat Girl Hoppers’ by railfans due to the 


__ more curvaceous nature of the wagon, wes 


first introduced into the Hunter Valley i in 2007, 
in response to an order from Pacific National 


(PN) for 328 wagons in a 4- -pack cee y 


The wagons were built in Australia at both 
Mittagong (NSW) and Karrabin (QLD). 

L In 2009, Xstrata Rail took delivery of 176 
 xPHYH wagons (the total order was for 300) 


which were practically identical to the NHYH © 


“wagons. The PHYH wagons were the first 
privately owned coal wagons to operate in the 
Hunter Valley since CRA Limited purchased — 

98 xFHCH wagons in 1997, PN operated 

the PHYH ‘wagons for Xstrata Rail when 


they arrived due to Xstrata Rail not having a 
locomotive fleet at the time. The PHYH wagons 
were built in Bradken’ S Xuzhou (China) facility. a 
2010 was a busy year with three separate 


y Sedere being fulfilled. PN took delivery of 200 - Class: 


es NHEH wagons, the first ECP coal wagons 
for PN i in the Hunter Valley. This order lined up 
with the delivery of new TT Class locomotives. 
which were ECP compatible. The first 48 
wagons were buil t at Mittagong. and the 


final 152 built at Xuzhou. The NHEH was 
reasonably identical to the NHYH design with - : 


ORION brake variations. 


eee lak Se 


2s ee 


‘winged’ end shape, the NHRH_ wagons were 


tb Narrabri for oe 


Se 


16 utstanding 4 124 wagons fof Xstrata 


Rail arrived | in 2010 but were not marked 
_PHYH as expected, With Xstrata Rail 

| locomotives ready for service and Feohins. - 
contracted as the ‘Hook & Pull’ provider, the 


wagons were fitted with ECP brakes, peg 


mounted brake cylinders, and numbered — 
outside the PN series of 93000. as applied to 
the PHYH hoppers. The PHEH wagons were 
built i in Xuzhou i in 2009 at the same time as 


they delivered the PHYH wagons. 


The final delivery for 2010 was to 

| Whitehaven Coal, who placed an order for 

: 86 hoppers i ina 2- -pack configuration. The 

_ wagons were extremely similar to the PHEH © 
wagons and were built at Karrabin and trucked — 


The E Bradken design j is ae ice 
_making it the shortest and lightest coal wagon 
‘in service in the Hunter Valley. The cubic _ 


capacity ¢ a 108m3 i is. ideal 1 a ee load 
of 1201. 
4 “pack configurations seem to be the 


ee with ‘standard’ coal hopper numbering 


being applied where the first 4 digits (or 2 


Z digits for the PHEH) are the ‘Rake’ Number 
__ and the final digit is the platform number. 

__ Whitehaven Coal PHWH wagons do not 
s conform to this standard and are a 2-pack with 
sequential numbering starting at 1001. 


As a general rule, the structure of the wagon 


is identical, with the main variations being related 
to the brake system. The PN NHYH and NHEH 
wagons ¢ are fitted with platform mounted brake Z 
Sees 3 as are the ra cae The PH EH L 


? Owner: 7 Quantity: 


2s ee ee 
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Valley for Lae years to come. 


: Number 
: Series: 
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Ss eS ee ee ee a er as 


| and Pt PHWH wagons are a ited | with TMX bogie 
mounted brake cylinders which provide a saving 


in the tare weight. 
_ The NHYH wagons remain the only 


conventionally air braked wagons, with the 

= Pee wagons being changed over to ECP in 
early 2011 after PN returned them to Xstrata 
Rail for Freightliner to operate. The change over 
_ included changing the Wabtec Control Valve. 

_ The NHEH, PHEH and PHWH wagons were 

- delivered with Wabtec. ECP components. 


The lead and third platforms are the ‘slave’ 


__ wagons with no control valve. The second and 
___ fear wagons are the ‘master’ wagons as they 
Ze ay ea the Control Valve. 


_Allthe wagons are fitted with Bradken 
bogies and i Class bearings allowing 30 


Z tonne axle loads. Constant contact side bearers 
_ allow an empty maximum speed of 100km/h and 
a loaded maximum speed of 8Okm/h. 


Both PN and Xstrata Rail have fitted logos 


- to the sides of the wagons. 


Limited by axle loads, the Bradken 120t coal 
hoppers are generally restricted to Hunter Valley 


operations. The Whitehaven Coal PHWH 


wagons operate to the Gunnedah Basin but due 


| tb track standards, must be short loaded. 


Xstrata Rail are believed to be looking at 


/ Operating trains consisting of 96 x PHEH/PHYH 
_ wagons, which if successful will be the longest 
oe heaviest coal trains in the Hunter Valley. 


_ With an efficient design it is expected that 
the Bradken designed and manufactured 120t 
coal wagon will be hauling coal in the Hunter 


: Build Date: 


: Air Brake 


= 2007-2008 


Coa a ee eee a ee ee ee ee eS SS 


: ECP Brake* 

"94011-94504 | 2 i | EC? Brake 
a 451-754 a | : ECP Brake 
G10 —s?: ECP Brake 


So 


3 1001-1086 
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© Brand new NHEH 94012L rests at Bradken’s Mittagong facility on 18 March 2010. This wagon is platform 2 from the first 4-pack built. 
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¢ Accredited Rail Operator in NSW 
¢ Rollingstock Maintenance 
¢ Rollingstock Refurbishment 


ollingstock Builds 


www.southernshorth 


B65 


Pe icrccricnanaenit 


South Australian 
OB Bogie Open Wagon | 


HO Scale - Ready-to-Run Model features include: 
Expected Mid 2011 -e  Ready-to-Run 


e Injection moulded | 

e Genuine Kadee couplers — 
Detailed brake and air hose rigging 
e Metal hand grabs and chains 

e Removable tarp supports 

Highly detailed underframe 


e Individually applied 
tie down bollards 


OR100 SAR Grey/Red Pressed Metal Doors 

~ ORI01 ~~ SAR Grey/Red Mixed Pack 

OR102 SAR Grey/Red Prefabricated Doors 
OR120 ANR Grey/Red Mixed Pack 

~OR1I40 ~— AN Green/Yellow Pressed Metal Doors 

OR141 ~~ AN Green/Yellow Prefabricated Doors 


Also available from participating retailers 


. e 


44°4 ra ra 
f . 


_ www.orientexpressmodels.com.a 


Photos courtesy of Barry Marshall 


2 King William Rd, Unley SA, 5061, (08) 8271 7861 
.. Dorientexpressmodels.com.au 


south Au Stralle 


In 1986, the active part of Main Northern Line still extended through scenic New England countryside to Tenterfield although the last few miles to the 
: Queensland border to meet the Queensland Railways at Wallangarra had already been effectively abandoned. One of the last services over the section 
was the once-a-week extension of the North Mail beyond Armidale. On Anzac Day of that year, 4423 had charge of NE-7 Mail on its northern journey and 
: the quite extensive train is shown passing the long-closed station at Bolivia, nestled in a scenic valley north of Glen Innes. 


The railway system of New South Wales is long past its zenith and over the last fifty years or so has slowly but 
inexorably diminished both in geographical and traffic spread. Here, Rick Coles looks at parts of the NSW rail 
system that no longer hear the rumble of a passing train. 
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A branch line once linked West Tamworth yard with Barraba via Manila but it was a relatively early casualty. However, for a number of years a short 
section remained open as far as the stockyard at Westdale, a few kilometres out of West Tamworth. On 23 April 1986, 4891, a BSV sheep van, three 
BCW cattle wagons and an MHG van formed a trip train from West Tamworth to Westdale which is shown approaching its destination. Today, livestock 
no longer moves over the railway system and even the truncated rump of the Barraba branch no longer feels the weight of steel wheel on rail. 


Perhaps this photograph has no right to be included in this collection. The extension of the cross-country line from Binnaway that once formed a 
second southern connection to Werris Creek (the northern connection is still in everyday use serving trains on the Binnaway line as well as the 
increasingly busy line to Gunnedah, Narrabri and Moree) closed in early 1987. Less than year prior to closure 48115 and 48117 were photographed 
approaching Werris Creek South with 8030 Grain from Binnaway on 21 April 1986. After closure this section of the branch out from Werris Creek south 
was used to store long lines of withdrawn wagons and locomotives and that part of the route is once again in regular use serving the loader of Werris 
Creek open cut coal mine. 


} 


ns 
N 
~ 
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In August 2005, with the closure of the line imminent, Pacific National began clearing the silo at Baradine. The first “last train” was 4523 Empty Grain 
from Port Waratah. It had just begun shunting at Baradine behind 48146/48129 and 48137 on 3 August 2005 before loading and returning to discharge 
at Werris Creek Sub-terminal. 


On the following day, 48163/48157 and 48149 were rostered to return to Baradine with 5523 Empty Grain from the Creek. After loading, 5524 Grain 
headed back to Werris Creek Sub with 48149 leading as rain cleared to a fine afternoon. The train is shown climbing through the foothills of the 
Warrumbungle Range near the site of Yearinan platform, glinting in the late afternoon sun, climbing the last rise into Coonabarabran yard. 
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The Goods Lines linking Sydney Yard with Rozelle closed in two stages, as far as Darling Island in 1993 and between Darling Island and Rozelle in 
1996. On 5 July 1987 per-way work on the direct route from Wardell Road Junctions caused traffic bound for Rozelle Yard to be diverted through 
Darling Harbour. 8144/8163, working 7140 Coal from Tahmoor Colliery, is shown passing the Powerhouse Museum’s exhibition cars as they head for 
the Rozelle coal terminal. Work on the construction of the Sydney Monorail was well advanced and much of the site is now occupied by the Sydney 
Light Rail depot. 


Rozelle Yard, hard on the Sydney waterfront and served by freight-only lines from Wardell Road Junction adjacent to Dulwich Hill station and the route 
via Darling Harbour to the throat of Sydney Yard, was once a bustling place with containers, coal and grain all transhipped to or from waiting vessels. 
By the beginning of the 21st Century the yard had lost almost all its importance. The Darling Harbour route had long gone as had the coal and grain 
terminals. By then, the yard’s main functions were as a storage and reversing point on Sydney’s metropolitan freight network. On 26 April 2001, 
LVRF’s 4703 leave Rozelle Yard with what was then a regular container train to Port Botany. Both the routes serving Rozelle seem set to have a new 
lease of life. Already Sydney’s light rail cars (“trams” to old-timers) traverse much of the route via Darling Harbour and the route to Wardell Road is 
currently being rebuilt as a welcome extension to the light rail line. 
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In the last weeks of operation of the 29km long Galong - Boorowa railway, in the states south-west, 4815/4810 prepare to load grain from the silo at 
Boorowa on 5 October 1987. By the end of the month, it would join the growing list of branches whose services had been suspended. 


PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 


The demise of the short but most interesting branch from Yass Junction on the Main Southern line to Yass Town was marked by the operation of ARHS 
ACT Division specials using 1210 and 3112 on their way back from the Austeam Festival in Melbourne during the Bicentennial celebrations of late 
October 1988. Before the closure, the last traffic over the short line (which ran for part of its route down the middle of Dutton Street) was petrol to the 
Caltex depot at the very far end of Yass Town yard. Just over a year before the line’s closure, 4820 was working 2408 Freight from Harden to Goulburn. 
It was detached from its train at the Junction and ran Light Engine to Yass Town. Here shown, on 6 October 1987, lifting two NTAF fuel tanks from the 
Caltex depot before returning to add the wagons to its load and resume its journey north. 
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In 1988, damage to the long timber bridge just outside Narrandera brought about the demise of the last section of the branch that joined the Riverina 
town with Tocumwal on the Victorian border. However, Tocumwal itself continues to be served by Victoria’s broad gauge network. At dusk on 20 
September 1986, 4826/4806/4843 had completed loading grain at Jerilderie silo and was awaiting the arrival of a Special Passenger to Tocumwal 
hauled by DP101. Once the section was clear the loaded grain train departed for Narrandera to stable for the rest of the weekend before proceeding to 
Junee Sub-terminal to discharge. 


On 2 April 1988, an ARHS Special Passenger that was wandering the back blocks of southern New South Wales arrived at Willbriggie to find a small 
string of grain hoppers occupying the silo road. This would be needed to clear to run the locos round its train, given the modest two-track layout at the 
terminus. The necessary shunting provided an opportunity to photograph an impromptu “grain train” behind the Special’s very colourful motive power, 
Bicentennial liveried 48165 and 4836 still in 125th Anniversary green. 
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One of the most extensive and in some ways most controversial closures have been the cross country line that linked Blayney on the Main Western 
line with Demondrille on the Main South via Cowra and Young and the two branches from Cowra to Eugowra and from Koorawatha to Grenfell. The 
Blayney-Cowra section was actually closed twice, having been reopened for a time by the NSW Government. However, after its reopening it attracted 
little traffic and it was closed a second time. In early 1989 with the closure of the Eugowra branch imminent, a programme of trains operated to clear 
the silo at the terminus. On 24 February 1989, 4839 and 4813 worked 3429 empty grain from Harden to exchange empty wagons for “blacks” loaded 
with mill grain for Sydney. The empty train is shown passing the small silo at Billimari between Cowra and Canowindra. 


Another occasional user of the Demondrille-Cowra line was Freight Australia who used the line to reach the Friskies plant at Blayney when grain 
was sourced from the southern part of the state. T Class was to the fore, late on 4 August 2004 as T399/T392 working 3892 Grain were just south of 
Koorawatha under very threatening skies. The train had loaded at Coolamon and had to be reversed twice, first at Junee and then at Harden. 
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Until the demise of the passenger service in 1982, a single CPH railmotor would connect with the Down Riverina Express at Harden and run 15A 
Passenger to Young. It then, rather oddly and inefficiently, returned empty to Harden. On 20 January 1982, CPH2 was the rostered motor and it is 


shown beginning its trip back to Harden as it departed Young. 


One of the last regular services south of Queanbeyan was the extension of the Canberra-Monaro Express from Canberra to Cooma using three of the 
usual seven 900 Class cars that made up the train out of Sydney. PF901 was bringing up the rear of SR38 Cooma-Sydney “Canberra-Monaro” Express 


as the Guard carried out safeworking duties at Tarago on 12 January 1987. 
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During the period of the “second coming” of the Blayney-Cowra section after its reopening in 2000, ARG was contracted to haul RailCorp’s AK 
inspection cars from Blayney to Koorawatha, out to Greenethorpe and back, and then on to Demondrille. ARG rostered their own ex-FreightCorp 42219 
but having no suitable branch line power for the run to Greenethorpe leased Silverton’s 48s35. With 8M85 Blayney-Greenethorpe Inspection Train in 
tow, 42219/48s35 cross the Lachlan River Bridge south of Cowra on 28 May 2003. 


rant aA : 


An ARHS Special Passenger from Parkes to Parkes in September 1986 had the distinction of becoming the last train over two sections of the NSW 
network, the section of the Tocumwal line south of Jerilderie and the section of the seldom used cross-country line linking the Main Western Line at 
Roto with Hillston. DP Class power van DP101 and the four “Silver City Comet” cars forming the all-candy Special was photographed about to cross a 
small stream between Lowlands and Hillston on 20 September 1986. 
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The Moree to Inverell branch, which opened in stages between 1900 and 1902, likewise closed in stages: the outer section from Delungra to Inverell in 
1987, the Biniguy-Delungra section in 1991 and the rest of the line in 1994. On 24 April 1986, 4903 was a long way from its home, Parkes, as it paused 
near Marambir while per-way crews unloaded sleepers from 5029 Moree-Biniguy Freight. In that period it was common for Parkes-based 49 Class to 
undergo maintenance at Werris Creek depot and they often worked a train or two before heading back to the west. In this case, 4903 had led 4868 on 
the Werris Creek-Moree section of the North Mail earlier that morning. 


The long line into the Pilliga scrub between Binnaway and Gwabegar did not officially close until 2005 but trains had ceased using the northern end of 
the line beyond Baradine for a number of years before closure. The line was popular in the Bicentennial year with two tours operating to the northern 
terminus: an ARHS Tour in April and a Bicentennial steam train using the LVR’s 5367 in August. Here the ARHS Special has just arrived at Gwabegar 
terminus behind 4905/4913 on 4 April 1988. Its consist included an air-conditioned diner and power van, surely the first and last examples of air- 
conditioned stock to visit the out of the way town. 
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GJF/VHGY/VHGF Hopper, Bulk Wheat (201-350). Due mid 2011 


PD-100A 
PD-100A 
PD-101A 
PD-101A 


GJF-201 VR 
GJF-280 VR 
VHGY-202 VR 
VHGY-283 VR 


ALL NEW” 48 


First production run NSW Tuscan, NSW 48 Class 
Mk1(4803), Mk2 (4865), Mk3 (4894) & Mk4 (48136) or as un-numbered. 


PD-102A 
PD-102A 
PD-103A 
PD-103A 


VHGY-301F V/Line Grain 
VHGY-303A V/Line Grain 
VHGF-215M V/Line Grain 
VHGF-279E V/Line Grain 


Class locomotive. due mid 2011 


a 


Full metal chassis, direction lit headlights/marker lights/number boards, centre can motor, twin flywheels, all wheel 
drive, all wheel pick up, knuckle couplers, sprung buffer plates when fitted, cab detail, lit cab and DCC fitted. Detailed 
mark 1, 2,3 and 4. First production run in Tuscan limited. 


Product by Powerline Models Pty Ltd is available from all Model Train retail stores across Australia 


LOCO BRIEF 


AN class 


Built by - Clyde Engineering Somerton, VIC The AN’s were Australian National's last 
locomotives delivered before the carve up of the 
system in 2007. The 2863Kw units could be found 
on the lead of trains in the AN days but, when 
acquired by National Rail, their careers became 
chequered. They are usually found in the shafts 
behind NR’s on interstate services. However, they 
have been trialled on coal trains in NSW and were 
sometimes used on Patrick Portlink services to 
Dubbo before the demise of this service. AN3 is 
painted in the distinctive Ghan paint scheme while 
it is anticipated that the remaining class members 
will all be painted in the PN stars scheme by 

Engine speed 200 - 904 rpm the end of 2011. AN10 was written off following 

Alternator/Generator AR11WBA-CA5 a collision at Hines Hill in Western Australia in 

Traction motors 6 x D87BTR January 2006. 

Gear ratio 


Air compressor 


. Australian 
| National 


AN 11-4 


By Bernie Baker 
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First light of the day appears over the horizon as 2730 empty grain has just departed Narngulu with P2501 and P2515 charging up the grade through 
Moonyoonooka. 


Image by Murray Rowe 


By Murray Rowe & Cris Fitzhardinge 
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With the likely closure of the third tier grain lines in the rural wheat belt of 


WA the possibilities of photographing trains in these remote locations will 


become a thing of the past within the next 12 months. Coupled with the fact of 


reducing rainfall in these parts and poor grain harvests, grain trains running to 


the extremities of the grain network to move the grain to port for export is now 


becoming quite rare. A unique problem in WA which fellow enthusiasts over the 


east forget is the distance we must travel to get photographs of these trains. 


The Geraldton district seems to do quite well 
with the grain harvest and this time of year 

it usually sees two grain fleets in operation. 
Currently the grain trains often work on the 
old government line towards Perenjori or 

on the Midland Railway towards Carnamah. 
For the week beginning 23 January the two 
fleets were operating out of Bunjil, 273 kms 
to the south east of Geraldton located on 
the old Government Line, which originally 
was a through connection further inland from 
Geraldton to Avon Yard, and Mingenew on the 
Midland Railway 


As it is rare for trains in this area to 
operate south of Perenjori it was Cris who 
suggested a mad idea. The only way to get 
this train was to leave Midland at midnight 
and drive straight to Narngulu and wait for 
the trains departure which was timetabled 
to be 0430hrs, follow it until the sun was up 
which currently is around 0500hrs and get 
some really great early morning light shots 
and then follow the train to Bunjil, with a focus 
on getting the train past the old coal stage at 
Caron. Profanities were exchanged over the 
phone, but it was agreed on common ground 


With the sunlight picture perfect, P2501 and P2515 round the curves through Bringo Hills. 
Image by Murray Rowe 
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that if we didn’t go for it, we might never get 
the chance again. Cris had already convinced 
Simon Barber, a fellow rail photographer, that 
it was worth it, so insisted that | would regret 
it if | didn't drag myself along. 

We were quite possibly mad, crazy and 
stupid but we thought the opportunity too great 
to be missed, and then the opportunity to get 
this train out that far may not happen again. 

| arrived at Cris’s place just on midnight, 
with barely two hours sleep after finishing 
work. Simon was not far behind, and after 
discussing the fuel strategy, as getting fuel in 
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these locations is difficult at the best of times, 
let alone at night, we were off. 

Good time was made and we arrived at 
Narngulu at 0400hrs, just in time to see an 
inbound grain arrive. We realised that there 
had been three failures that day, and were 
concerned that the train may not run, and in 
fact the drive may have been all for nothing. 
Bugger!!!. A quick trip into town to check out 
the port found that an ore was unloading, 
and the hotcakes from the usual 24 hours 
Maccas helped pass the time. Returning to 
Narngulu we saw the crews shunting the 
engines off the grain that had arrived and put 
it on the outbound train, much to our relief. 
The train finally got away at O600hrs, The 
chase was on! 

It’s mostly a long climb away from 
Narngulu with a steady grade up through 
Bringo Hills. The morning rays of sun just 
peaked through in time to get some fantastic 
mornings shots. We managed to get into the 
Eradu bridge where | found that although the 
Greenough River was down, | still managed 
to get wet. Cris went for a more slightly drier 
angle and we thought Simon had climbed a 
tree, but went for the more elevated shot. From 
here a few more quick pics were taken before 


the train crossed 2713 loaded ore with P2509 
and DFZ2404 on the nose. 

It was then on to Mullewa, where the old 
water tower and column were still in place. 
We had a quick look around at the remains 
of the old line to Meekatharra (in place as far 
as Pindar) before we caught up with the train 
again at Tardun. 

From here the road mostly follows the 
line around gentle undulating rises and tight 
curves through the CBH sidings of Canna, 
Gutha, Pintharuka, Morawa and Bowgada. We 
had a quick look around at Tilley where a new 
spur had been built for Gindlabie and where 
MidWest Iron Ore have stored their 90 odd 
brand new cars but have never turned a wheel 
in revenue service due to the ore traffic going 
by road. 

We pressed on towards Perenjori, where 
a gang was working on the track near the 
location of a new set of points which will be 
the line to the Mt Gibson Extension Hill Mine 
for the expansion of the MidWest ore traffic 
to connect with their mine as a direct rail link 
to port. This may be upgraded to Standard 
Gauge if the new port to be built at Oakajee 
ever gets off the ground. A lot of new ballasting 
work has been undertaken in this area in the 


last year or so. By this stage the eyes were 
beginning to get heavy but with gravel ballast 
in sight we felt it was now worth every minute 
of the long drive up here. One of the main 
targets was to get the train passing the old 
coal loading stage at Caron. Caron was a 
large depot for servicing steam locomotives 
complete with a water tower, a triangle, loco 
depot and a crew barracks. The site now is 
bare with few concrete structures remaining, 
the large coaling stage still stands, dominating 
the local skyline. 

From here it was only a few more 
kilometres for the train to arrive at Bunjil. 
This small CBH siding d sees the train split 
in two halves and loaded under power for 
approximately eight hours before it returns 
back to Geraldton that night. For us though, 
it was another 350 kms to return home. 
However with a trip of this nature it would be 
unfair not to partake in crib at the Dalwallinu 
Pub. A few rather large counter meals were 
enjoyed followed by several (but not too 
many) well deserved cold beers, before the 
long trip home. 

Are we mad, absolutely! But so glad we 
made the effort as in the years to come trains 
in these areas will only be a memory. 


{ 40 } Australian Railways Illustrated 


April 2011 


2730 empty grain trundles across the Eradu Bridge over the trickling Greenough River. If | was to stand in this spot today | would be very much 
underwater as the river is in flood with all the rain the tropical cyclones have brought to the Greenough River catchment areas. 
Image by Cris Fitzhardinge 


The photo that we wanted!, the last standing coal stage on the old WAGR network at Caron, all but a memory and no need to stop as 2730 empty grain 
rolls past towards Bunjil. 
Image by Murray Rowe 
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P2509 and DFZ2404 (with modified cab) pull their loaded ore away from Eradu after crossing 2730 empty grain. 
Image by Murray Rowe 
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P2501 and P2515 slow 2730 grain to cross one of the small timber and steel girders bridges across the salt flats near Tenindewa. These are scattered 
throughout the lines in this region and can still have stagnant water in them all year round making for some nice reflective shots. 


Image by Murray Rowe 
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NS AND QUTS 


New LOCOMOTIVES 


Fortescue Metals Group 


Two SD90MAC left Juniata Shops, Altoona, U.S.A. - 18/02/11 
— with U.S. transit # GTLX901 [ex UP 8522] & GTLX903. 


Another two # GTLX902 and GTLX904 left 24/02/11 


Pacific National 


TT106 — built Downer Rail, Cardiff 
— delivered Jan / Feb 2011 


Pacific National (QLD Narrow Gauge) 

8316 — built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered 04/02/11 
8317 — built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered 11/02/11 
8318 - built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered 11/02/11 


QR National (QLD narrow gauge) 
4141 — built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered 26/01/11 
4142 - built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered 26/01/11 


4143 — built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered early March 
4144 — built by Downer Rail, Maryborough — delivered early March 


QR National (NSW standard gauge) 


5025 — built UGL Rail; Chullora & Broadmeadow NSW 
— delivered 13/01/11 


5026 — built UGL Rail; Broadmeadow NSW 
— delivered 19/01/11 


5027 — built UGL Rail; Broadmeadow NSW 
— light engine trial 15/02/11 


5028 — built UGL Rail; Chullora arrived Broadmeadow NSW for 
completion — 21/01/11 


5029 — built UGL Rail; Chullora arrived Broadmeadow NSW for 
completion — 21/01/11 


5030 — built UGL Rail; Chullora arrived Broadmeadow NSW for 
completion - 22/02/11 


Rio Tinto Iron Ore 
8154 to 8156 arrived from U.S.A., Dec 2010 / Jan 2011. 


LOCOMOTIVE REBUILDS/ 
CONVERSIONS 


QR National (QLD narrow gauge) 


3761 (ex-3253) — rebuilt by UGL Rail Broadmeadow NSW 
— delivered Jilalan 06/02/11 


3762 (ex-3222) — rebuilt by UGL Rail Broadmeadow NSW 
— arrived Jilalan 4/03/11 


LOCOMOTIVE REFURBISHMENTS/ 
OVERFAULS 


Australian Railroad Group 


DFZ2406 - enlarged modified cab, released Gemco, Forrestfield 
— to Narngulu 02/02/11 
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DFZ2407 — enlarged modified cab, released Gemco, Forrestfield 
— to Narngulu 02/02/11 


P2502 — ex overhaul & repainted into ARG livery — released 24/02/11 


Genesee & Wyoming Australia 


ALF 24 — ex overhaul Pt. Augusta — end January 


GrainCorp Rail Operations 
Amendment: GPU1 ex 4878; GPU2 ex 4864 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 
8162 - to Dry Creek MPC for CCO — 17/01/11 


Patrick PortLink 
4503 — overhaul stopped - stored at Downer Rail, Werris Creek 


QR National (QLD narrow gauge) 


2311 — Component Change Out RACS Redbank QLD 
— commenced 16/12/10 


2330 —- Component Change Out RACS Redbank Qld 
— commenced 18/01/11 


LOGOMOT!Ve MAJOR WORK 


Pacific National 
TTO6 — ex derailment repairs - ex Downer Rail — released Jan 2011 


NR35 — ex accident repairs UGL, Bassendean, WA 
— PN “stars” repaint 07/03/11 Ex Kewdale 09/03/11, 
towed to Spotswood, VIC for completion of repairs 


LOCOMOTIVE REPAINTS 


Australian Railroad Group 

DC2206 — repainted into QRN livery — released 10/02/11 
LZ3101 - repainted into QRN livery - released 22/01/11 
LZ3103 —- repainted into QRN livery — released 29/01/11 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 

NR42 — repainted into PN ‘stars’ livery — released 25/01/11 
NR44 — repainted into PN ‘stars’ livery — released 02/03/11 
NR48 -— repainted into PN ‘stars’ livery — released 10/02/11 
ANQ - repainted into PN ‘stars’ livery — released 05/02/11 


AN11 — repainted into PN ‘stars’ livery 
— released 20/02/11 


V/Line Passenger 

N456 - to UGL Rail, North Ballarat for repaint 
-— 17/02/11 

N474 — ex CCO - Downer Rail, Newport, not repainted 
— released 11/02/11 


LOCOMOTIVe SALES/TRANSFERS 
WITHDRAWALS/DISPOSALS 


Australian LocoLease 


R1004 — sold to South Spur Rail Services / P&O Trans Australia 
— 18/02/11 
— Transferred Broadmeadow to Goulburn CFCLA shops 
— 6/3/11 


9361 — into Redbank for transfer to ARG WA on 21/02/11; 
departed Redbank on 02/03/11 arrived WA 5/3/11 


Australian Railroad Group 
852 — sold to Junee Railway Workshops 
D1561 — remains scrapped Jan 2011 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 

8039 — returned Adelaide to Perth — 23/01/11 
8112 — returned Perth to Adelaide — 24/01/11 
48129 — transferred to Lithgow, PN shop shunter 


QR National (QLD narrow gauge) 


9361 —- into Redbank for transfer to ARG WA 
— 21/02/11 


V/Line Passenger 
N469 — bogie exchange bg to sg — 15/02/11 


LOCOMOTIVES TO/FROM STORAGE 


Australian LocoLease 


R1001 - moved Carrington to Downer Rail, Cardiff for overhaul 
04/02/11 


Image by Kieran Wright 
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Australian Railroad Group 

AB1502 -— stored Forestfield end Jan — ex store to workshop Feb 2011 
AD1520 -— stored Forestfield end Jan 

DAZ1902 - stored Forestfield end Jan 

DC2215 — ex store 07/02/11 — to workshop 

L3116 — stored Forestfield 11/01/11 — ex store 05/02/11 

L3118 - stored Forestfield 11/01/11 — ex store 05/02/11 

LZ3119 — stored Forestfield 05/02/11 

LZ3120 — stored Forestfield 05/02/11 

NJ1605 — stored Forestfield end Jan 


Engenco [formally Coote Industrial & Greentrains] 
48s35 -— ex storage Islington — overhaul recommenced 


RA212 —- accident 12/12/10 — stored Tambellup, WA 


QR National (QLD narrow gauge) 
2111D — stored Redbank — 03/02/11 


QR National (NSW standard gauge) 
CLP10 —- ex store Dynon — released 10/01/11 


V/Line Passenger 

A60 - ex store Dynon - released 08/02/11 
P13 - ex store Dynon — released Feb 2011 
P18 — stored Dynon — February 2011 


Updated: 11 March 2011, by Tony Burgess 


DC2206 stands at Forrestfield Depot on Monday 7 March 2011 after receiving a repaint. 
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New South Wales 


Image by Jason Ferguson 


METROPOLITAN REPORT 


After 8114 freight from Narromine via 
Cootamundra had travelled over the East 

Hills line on 11 January behind 8044/8037/ 
VL351/4816/GPU2 the rear three locos were 
detached at Enfield before the train continued 
to Botany. In an unusual departure from the 
more normal usage of a DL class loco on 
double consist Indian Pacific services, 3AS8 
arrived in Sydney behind NR27/AN2 on 12 
January, with NR22/AN2 working the return 
4SA8 that afternoon. On 13 January, LS98 
from Lidsdale to Inner harbour passed through 
Enfield behind 8181/BL35/C507/ 8236. That 
afternoon 1443 freight for Kooragang departed 
Botany behind 442s1/864/48s33/48s31. 
There was plenty of power available when 
1835 empty grain to Parkes departed Enfield 
behind the unusual combination of L251/ 
X52/8134/4821 6/4898 on this day. 

On 12 February 48130 ran light engine 
from Eveleigh to Gosford to assist NT36 Grafton 
City XPT service (XPT 2002 leading) to Sydney. 
VL355/442s5/ 44202 arrived at Botany working 
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8112 freight from Auscott’s on this day. The 
empty SSR coal train from Inner Harbour on 20 
February C502/44204/44206/C503 attached 
B61 at Enfield for the run to Newcastle. 
Members of the venerable 44 Class were in 
action on 25 February with 4477 working T285 
from Botany to Yennora and 4497/4458 working 
1250 from Minto to Botany. Around midday on 
this day 8166 freight from Bathurst arrived at 
Cooks River behind GL101/4703/1440 with the 
train later departing for Botany as 1428/ train/ 
GL101. Early the next morning 1865 freight to 
Kelso departed Cooks River behind 1428/4703/ 
GL101 whilst 30 minutes later 1427/GL104/ 
GL109 departed working 1863 freight to Dubbo. 


ILLAWARRA REPORT 

Australia Day 26 January found 9138 freight 
from Nowra to Enfield being worked by 
8143/8140/8154/8103. The last day of the 
month saw the unusual combination of G539/ 
L251/8177 arrive at Inner Harbour with 8924 
grain from Parkes with the rear two locos later 
departing working 9323 empties to Junee. Then 
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Working hard upgrade through the Cullerin Range, the multi-coloured lashup of G539/L251/8177 haul 8924 grain from Parkes Sub-Terminal to Inner 
Harbour at Port Kembla on Monday 31 January 2011. 


on 4 February 9323 empties to Cootamundra 
departed behind the even more unusual 
combination of G539/8171/L251/481 46. 

SSR Coal services from Newstan in 
Newcastle recommenced on a regular basis 
from 7 February when NWO2 arrived behind 
C502/G511/C503. Also on this day EL Zorro 
had a SPAD at Unanderra after 3996 grain 
from AWB Wyalong consisting of a rake of their 
latest WGSY wagons descended the steep 
grade from Summit Tank behind EL57/VL352. 
After being barred from operating trains for a 
couple of days the train departed as 9395 to 
Junee at 1825hrs on 10 February. 

There was plenty of power on-board when 
3922 grain from Cootamundra arrived at Inner 
Harbour behind 8149/8166/8142/4887/8140 
on 8 February, with the leading two locos later 
working 9323 empties. 8257/DL38/DL44/ 
DL49 arrived at the coal unloader on 10 
February working CB96 from Charbon. After 
DL44 was replaced by DL41 the now empty 
train departed as LS97 for Lidsdale that night. 
DL Class locos were out in force at this time 


as 8218/DL45/DL46/DL42 arrived to unload 
working CA64 from Clarence the next day. 
Also on 11 February 3992 grain from 
AWB Stockinbingal arrived at Inner Harbour 
after conducting a braking trial descending 
the Illawarra Range with G532/G521 hauling 
a rake of CGDY wagons. EL Zorro has 
been advised that the maximum load they 
can run to Pt Kembla via this route is 2400 
tonnes, using the single brake pipe system. 
On 14 February 9325 empties to Temora 
Sub/ Terminal departed Inner Harbour behind 
8149/8171/48110/8140/GPU2, with the rear 
three locos being detached at Cootamundra 
en-route. NW08 from Newstan arrived 2 days 
later behind G514/C508/44206/44204. 
8134/X48/81 26 arrived at Inner harbour 
working 8926 grain from Parkes on 16 
February, it being very unusual to see X Class 
locos on export grain duties. After unloading, 
the train headed to Cootamundra as 9827 
empties for Parkes. The Coal service from 
Newstan that unloaded on 22 February was 
worked by C503/ 44204/B61/C502. After the 
rake of CHBY hoppers arrived at Inner harbour 
for the last time at this stage as NWO08 from 
Newstan on 25 February, C502/B61/44204/ 
C503 then hauled them to Goulburn as 9277 
that morning for storage. G513/C508/G514/ 
G511 arrived at Inner Harbour working NW10 
coal from Newstan the following morning but 
instead of returning north the train formed the 
first of the new regular LSO1 services to the 


Centennial Coal loading point at Lidsdale, 

near Wallerawang. After C502/FL220/C503 
arrived at Inner harbour working LSO2 coal from 
Lidsdale on 1 March the train was unloaded 
before forming NW07 empties to Newstan. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 
On 9 January FL220/4204 departed Marulan 
as 2M41, unloading at Towrang enroute to 
Goulburn where the train was reloaded. The 
following day the locos worked 2M41/40 to 
Joppa Jct and return in Push/Pull mode. Also 
on 15 January GPU2 was attached to 9325 
empty grain from Inner Harbour at Goulburn 
(8149/8158) and hauled to Cootamundra. X48 
failed and was detached from Crisp’s Creek 
bound 1221 from Clyde (with 8050 and 8177) 
earlier that morning. Three days later, 1221 was 
worked to Crisp’s Creek by 8113/8050/8160. 
To commence a ballast programme, T363/ 
T381/4701/4716 arrived at Cootamundra 
working 3M31 ballast from Dubbo on 16 
January. The following morning the train headed 
for Lockhart as 3M21 with the T class locos now 
placed between the 47’s and after unloading 
returned to Cootamundra as 3M23. The train 
continued to Wyalong to load on 18 January. 
On 19 January 3M21 ballast for Lockhart 
departed Wyalong behind 4716/T363/ 
T381/4701. On this occasion after unloading 
the return 3M23 ran to Stockinbingal where it 
stabled before continuing to Wyalong the next 
day. The loaded 3M21 departed for Lockhart 
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at 2220hrs that night and after unloading 
ran back to Wyalong as 3M23. Also on 20 
January a loaded railset arrived back at Albury 
behind S317/GM10 as 8M42 from Parkes. 
The pair hauled an empty railset to Junee as 
3M40 the next morning before continuing 
to Chullora. 7CM83 for Melbourne departed 
Griffith behind G530/G536 on 22 January with 
NR58 later being attached at Bomen. 4701/ 
T381/T363/4716 worked 3M21/22 ballast 
services from Wyalong to Kikoira, Tullibegeal 
and Naradhan on 23, 24 and 25 January 
respectively. Also on this last date FL220 and 
4204 worked a ballast service from Goulburn to 
Breadalbane and return in the Push/ Pull mode 
before working the now empty ballast rake to 
Chullora. EL60, working 3996 grain from AWB 
Wyalong to Inner Harbour with VL352 failed at 
Goulburn on 26 January. The train was stabled 
before departing the next day behind VL352/ 
S312, after the load was reduced from 40 to 
30/WGSY wagons. The RailPower owned S312 
was running for the first time after an extensive 
overhaul in Goulburn workshops. Whilst 3996 
grain was being prepared to depart, it was 
overtaken by 3998 grain from AWB Grong 
Grong consisting of 33/WHBY wagons being 
hauled by EL54/EL57. 

On 27 January 5CMS3 for Melbourne 
departed Griffith behind G541/DL43, 
with NR53 later being attached at Bomen. 
Earlier on this day 8138/L251 arrived at 
Bomen working 3M54 empty sleeper train 


Notching it up in the valley north of Goulburn, 4204/FL220 hauls 2M31 Ballast from Marulan to Goulburn on Saturday 15 January 2011. 
Image by Andrew Rosenbauer 


Australian Railways Illustrated 


‘STATE NEWS 


from Parkes. After the train was reloaded it 
headed back to Parkes, attaching 4854 at 
Cootamundra en-route. On 28 January S312/ 
EL54 departed Junee at 1455hrs working 
9397 empty grain to AWB Grong Grong 
balloon loop. 3998 grain departed Junee for 
Inner Harbour that night with the now empty 
train arriving back at Junee as 9397 early on 
30 January. S312 was then replaced by G532 
before 9397 empties continued to AWB 
Grong Grong. 

On 29 January,8050 hauled 12 NPRF/Y 
cement wagons from Maldon to Berrima after 
attaching more loading, 2434 cement departed 
for Kooragang that evening behind 8159/ 
X48/X47/8105/8050, with the front three 
locos being detached at Clyde en-route.. Also 
on 1 February L251/8177 loaded 3924 for 
Inner Harbour at Junee Sub/Terminal. Early 
that morning 9323 empty grain from Inner 
Harbour arrived at Cootamundra behind 
8158/8153 with these locos being replaced 
by 4896/4887/48206/481 10 before the train 
continued to Lockhart on the Boree Creek branch. 

There was plenty of power at the 
head of 2122 freight from Crisp's 
Creek when it passed Bargo behind 
8170/8137/8109/8004/8160 on 2 February. 
After being loaded at AWB Bogan Gate earlier 
that day, 8992 grain arrived at Cootamundra 
that evening behind G521/4816/ 
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S312/48s36. Before the train continued to 
Inner Harbour 48s36 was taken to Junee 
for attention by JRW. Also on 11 February, 
4896/48206/48146/48110 loaded 3924 
grain for Inner Harbour at Goolgowi on the 
Hillston branch. On the following day 56 
wagons arrived at Goulburn as 1213 freight 
from Botany behind VL355/8037/8049 with 
the train heading for Narromine as 2813 
the next day. VL351 working 8242 ore from 
Goonumbla to Goulburn failed at Jindalee on 
12 February with the train propelling back to 
Cootamundra. The loco then ran light engine 
to Goulburn. After repairs had been affected 
it ran back to Cootamundra on 15 February 
to work 3942 ore to Pt Kembla that evening. 
2CMB8 departed Griffith behind G536/DL39 
on 14 February with G541/G530 being 
attached at Bomen for the run to Melbourne. 
PN must have been short of locos in the Junee 
area the next day when they used JRW’s 4816 
to work 3391 freight to Bomen. Also on this 
day 48110/4897/481 46/481 42 loaded 3924 
grain for Inner Harbour at Boree Creek with 
8140 later being attached at The Rock. At 
Cootamundra the next morning the 48 class 
locos were replaced by 8174. 

The Crisp’s Creek container trains 
were interesting on 16 February with 1221 
freight arriving from Clyde behind 81 19/ 
X51/8161 and 1223 freight behind 8136. 
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. With the Cullerin Range wind farm in the background, CLP10/G516/G534/X53 sweeps through the curves whilst hauling 7BM7 QRN service on Sunday 
20 February 2011. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 


2124 freight departed for Clyde behind 8119/ 
X51 attaching 4896/8170 at Moss Vale whilst 
2122 freight was worked by 8161/8136. Early 
the next morning 8134/X48/81 26 arrived at 
Cootamundra working 9827 empty grain from 
Inner Harbour. Later that morning 8134/48142/ 
X48 departed for Bomen before returning 
hauling concrete sleepers as 8M55. Also on 
this day GPU1 was detached from 3M52 
(8157/8138) Parkes-Bomen empty sleeper 
train.8144/8172/48206 departed Cootamundra 
working 9827 grain empties to Parkes on 24 
February. Early on 27 February 1213 from 
Botany arrived at Goulburn behind RL306/ 
RL3805/ GL110/8049/603. After GL110 

was replaced by 8037 the train departed for 
Goobang Jct that evening. Although X36 is 
normally found working grain services in the 
Parkes area it was top and tailed on 1221 
freight from Clyde to Crisp’s Creek by 8167 
and 8119 on 1 February. Due to a Railcorp 
closedown in the Parramatta-Blacktown area 
both POTA’s western container services ran via 
Cootamundra with 8112 freight from Auscott’s 
passing Bargo at 1025hrs on 5 March behind 
602/8037/603, whilst 8114 freight from 
Agrigrain passed at 2055hrs behind RL305/ 
RL306. The trains were combined at Botany the 
next morning before passing Bargo at O600hrs 
behind RL306/603/8037/602/RL305 as 1213 
to Goulburn. 


WESTERN REPORT 


The ARTC concrete re-sleepering programme 
between Broken Hill and Parkes has intensified 
with at least three rakes of wagons now being 
involved. 8172/8108 arrived at Parkes working 
8M55 from Bomen on 9 January before heading 
for Menindee that night. 8171/8157/48119 
arrived at Parkes the next day working 8M51 


from Moss Vale. Early on 11 January 8108/8172 


working 8M54 empty sleeper train from 
Menindee crossed 8157/G528 on another load 
of sleepers for Menindee running as 8M53 at 
Euabalong West. 

After arriving from Broken Hill two 
days earlier on 7YN2 with NR113/NR68 
the 2/G class locos regularly used on the 
Bemax train to Adelaide, G5d37/G540 were 
heading for Cardiff when they were towed 
as part of the load of 8855 freight to Cobar 
from Parkes by 48164/4892 late that night. 
The 2/G class locos were later detached at 
Narromine with the intention of forwarding 
them to Newcastle on the next 8436 ore 
service from Cobar. 

A spanner was thrown in the works on 
the Parkes-Broken Hill line on 14 January 
when washaways closed the line around KP 
910 between Darnick and Kaleentha, west of 
lvanhoe. NR118 working SNY3 to Pt Augusta 
was stowed at Yarrabandai that morning, whilst 
NR65/NR111/NR56 working 6SP5 was 
terminated at Goobang Jct. That night 6NY3 
(NR46/NR19/NR80) was stowed at Wirrinya. 
The next morning 6SP6 was stabled at Kiacatoo 
with NR75/NR119/NR66 on-board. The next 
westbound intermodal to arrive at Goobang Jct 
was 7SP7 with NR47/NR90/NR9Q8 at the point, 
with this train then reversing to run via Melbourne 
later that morning. As the track repairs looked like 
taking longer than first thought, 6SP6 was later 


Image by Jon Clark 


Image by Steve Hall 


reversed at Kiacatoo and also ran to Perth via 
Melbourne whilst the load off 6SP5 returned to 
Chullora as 8120 freight behind NR56/NR111/ 
NR83 on 16 January. 6NY3 departed Wirrinya 
the next day with NR80 being detached at 
Goobang Jct en-route. XR555/8171 arrived at 
Parkes working 9823 empty grain early on 16 
January with 8172/8108 later arriving with a load 
of sleepers as 8M51 from Moss Vale. Later that 
day 8157/8153 working 8M55 from Bomen took 
their sleeper rake through to Bogan Gate to stow 
before returning light engine to Parkes. 

Due to the failure of G539 working 8830 
grain from Nevertire with X46 on 15 January 
G537 was attached at Narromine to assist. 


Early morning finds 8835 empty grain from Manildra returning to Parkes passing over Goobang 
Creek hauled by 48101/X36/48164 on Friday 28 January 2011. 
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After discharging its load of coal at Inner Harbour Port Kembla, the wagons were transferred 
to the CFCLA Goulburn facility to be de-hired. Here 9277 empty hoppers is seen at Ocean View 
ascending the Illawarra Range hauled by C502/B61/44204/C503 on Friday 25 February 2011. 


After G539 was detached at Parkes 8830 grain 
continued to Manildra the following evening 
returning 8831 to Parkes Sub/Terminal worked 
by 48140/48139/G537/X46 on 17 January. The 
two leading locos had been detached at Manildra 
from Hermidale bound 1835 empty grain from 
Enfield with 8163/X52 earlier that morning. That 
evening X46/G537 worked 8832 grain back to 
Manildra and return As G537 Is not fitted with a 
CountryNet radio it was hauled to Narromine the 
next day by 8108. G537 was attached to 8438 
ore from Hermidale with BL26/481 27 late on 19 
January for transit to Morandoo. In the meantime 
the other G class loco being transferred to 
Newcastle mentioned above (G540) had been 
attached to 8436 from Cobar for Morandoo at 
Narromine with BL26/BL27 on 16 January. 

Due to the above washaways 8026/ 
442s2 worked 2GX1 from Goobang Jct to 
Pt Augusta, departing on 17 January. Late 
on 17 January 8926 grain to Inner Harbour 
departed Parkes behind 8127/48153/ 
G539/8138. 8134/X52/48165/X50/48138 
passed Bullaburra working 8134 grain from 
Condobolin to Enfield the next morning. Also 
on 20 January 9837 arrived at Manildra from 
Clyde behind 81 13/8050/8151, with 8050, in 
a very unusual move, and then combining with 
48165 to work 8833 empty grain to Parkes. 

In the first instance of the temporary 
arrangements to send 7GP1 west from 
Goobang Jct with four locos the train departed 
behind SCT008/ SCT010/442s2/8026 on 
22 January, with the rear two locos returning 
on 2XG1 two days later. 8134/X50 loaded 
8134 grain at Condobolin on this day but 
on this occasion 48217 and 48156 were 
attached at Parkes for the run to Enfield. 

Also on 24 January 8446 ore for Carrington 
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departed Narromine behind 481 4/607/602/ 
RL305. Also on 28 January 6M59 empty 
sleeper service departed Parkes for Grafton 
via Werris Creek behind G522/8157. 442s5 
combined with 44202 to work 8M24/25 to 
Kinalung and return on 31 January. Also on 30 
January 48164/X36/4894 loaded 8831/32 for 
Manildra at Nevertire. The unusual combination 
of G539/L251/8177 departed Parkes working 
8924 grain to Inner Harbour on 30 January. 

The first of two “Southern Spirit” services 
from Melbourne arrived at Goobang Jct as 
1MG8 behind NR84 late that night. After NR85 
was attached the train departed for Brisbane via 
Dubbo, Binnaway and Werris Creek as 2GB8 
around 0500hrs on 31 January.8049 failed whilst 
working Narromine bound 1813 freight with 
8037 on 2 February with the train then being 
stowed in the up refuge at Lawson. VL355/ 
RL302 arrived from Yennora late that night to 
assist 1813 freight on its journey. 3851 empty 
grain from Junee arrived at AWB Bogan Gate 
behind the unusual combination of G521/4816/ 
S312 on2 February, with long time resident of 
Parkes loco, 48s36, later being attached to the 
Inner Harbour bound 8992 grain at Goobang Jct. 

X48/8148 passed Bullaburra working 
8138 freight from Manildra to Botany on 3 
February. Also on this day 48129 (ex Northern 
Coal fleet) was detached from Clyde-Kandos 
1721 cement service (8050/8106) at Lithgow 
for use as the workshop shunter. 

The Dubbo based ballast train with 
the 2/47 class and 2/T class locos worked 
8M23/22 to Coonamble and return on 7 
February with the train being reloaded on the 
return journey. Another ballast train on this day 
found 442s5/44202 working 8M24/25 east 
from Broken Hill in the Push/Pull mode. SCT 
re-introduced their second weekly westbound 
service on 8 February with 8026/442s2 
departing Goobang Jct at 1630hrs working 
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3GX1 to Pt Augusta. This service crossed a 
badly delayed 1PG1 service behind SCT008/ 
SCT014 at Broken Hill early the next morning. 

4701/T381/T363/4716 worked 8M21/22 
from Dubbo to Gulgong and return on 10 
February, unloading on the way back between 
this location and Merrygoen. 

442s5/44202 departed Broken Hill L.E to 
Parkes on 11 February after they had worked 
8M24/25 to Menindee and return earlier in 
the day. Also on this day the all Graincorp 
combination of 48208/48209/GPU1/4886 
departed Parkes working 8827 empty grain to 
Tottenham. 8026/442s2 had a quick turnaround 
at Goobang Jct on 15 February when they 
arrived working a very late 2XG1 freight from Pt 
Augusta at 1145hrs and departed on the return 
3GX1 freight less that five hours later. Earlier 


- Ducking under the Parkes-Orange road at 
Bumberry, AK81 Test train is hauled by KL81/ 
KL80 on Monday 17 January 2011. 

Image by Graham Attenborough 


that morning 8160/X48/X50 arrived at Parkes 
working 1835 empty grain from Enfield with the 
middle loco being detached before the train 
continued to Condobolin to load. X48 headed 
for Inner Harbour when it departed on 8926 
grain with 8134/81 26 that night. 

Around midday on 16 February 8138/8157 
working 8M59 sleeper service from Grafton to 
Parkes were involved in a serious level crossing 
accident at Beni, approximately 15km east of 
Dubbo. POTA's 4847 empty ore (48s28/8044) 
to Cobar was halted at Elong Elong for a number 
of hours before being attached to the rear of 
8M59, with the combined movement arriving 
at Dubbo around 2020hrs. 8138/8157 was 
attached to 8838 grain from Coonamble the 
next day (4898/481 40/481 39) for the run to 
Parkes where they were replaced by L270 before 


. After stopping for safeworking formalities at Minore, the southbound Southern Spirit 
- recommences it’s trip to Narromine and beyond on Monday 21 February 2011. 
e Image by Dave Oliver 
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Image by Bernie Baker 


the train continued to Manildra. 8157/8138 led 
GPU1 on Bomen bound 3M52 from Parkes that 
night. Also on 16 February 8169/L270 departed 
Red Bend working 3926 grain to Inner Harbour. 
In what is thought to be the first train to 
load at the Mountain Industries siding north 
of Forbes for 18 months or more 8163/8125 
loaded Maldon bound 8234 grain on 17 
February, with further wagons being attached 
at Weedalion and Cootamundra that night. 
48136/4892/L251 arrived at Parkes working 
8836 grain from Gular on 18 February with the 
rear loco being replaced by G522 for the run to 
Manildra. The use of G Class locos on Manildra 
grain services is unusual. In the Narromine area 
on that day 1811 freight from Sydney arrived 
behind 44202/442s5/VL355 with the rear 
loco being detached to assist 48s28/8044 to 
work 8446 ore to Carrington whilst the 2/442 
class locos ran D812 to Parkes the next day 
and onto Broken Hill as D821 on 20 February. 
After the completion of the ballast programme 
based around Dubbo 4701/T381/T363/4716 
hauled the empty ballast rake to Parkes on 20 
February, with the locos running to Cootamundra 
the next morning. 602/603 were attached 
to 2813 freight from Goulburn to Narromine 
(RL806/ 8049/8037) at Goobang Jct late on 
20 February. 603 led the 2/80 Class locos on 


the return 8114 to Botany the next day with 
RL306/602 working 8811/8112 to Auscott’s 
and later to Botany via Orange. In Push/Pull 
mode, 442s5/44202 worked 8M24/25 from 
Broken Hill towards Kinalung to unload ballast 
on this day. FL220/GM22 came to a stand on 
the Blue Mountains when hauling 8M41 railsets 
to Blayney earlier that morning. PN’s empty 
coal service to Baal Bone, BB73 (8235/DL45/ 
DL46/DL38) pushed 8M41 as far as Lithgow. 
After FL220 was repaired 8M41 continued its 
journey, unloading rails between Murrobo and 
Blayney for a new siding. After rails were again 
unloaded the next day the train returned to 
Chullora as 1M40 early on 23 February. 
VL355/48s28/8044 arrived at Narromine 
working 4847 empty ore from Carrington on 
22 February. That night 8157/G522 departed 
Parkes working 8M53 to Kaleentha with 
another load of sleepers. The next morning 
1813 freight for Agrigrain (8049/603) and 
1811 freight for Auscotts (602/RL306) arrived 
at Narromine via Lithgow. Also on this day 
9837 freight from Nowra arrived at Manildra 
behind 8107/L270/81 32/8168, with L270 
then being detached for local duties before the 
return 8938 departed east. 
NR39/NR85/NR58/EL51 arrived at 
Goobang Jct at the head of 5SP5 on 24 
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As the sun rapidly disappears below the horizon, 8026/442s2 stand on Trida loop in far-western NSW hauling 3GX1 Freight on Tuesday 15 February 2011. 


February, with the lead loco being detached 
before the train continued to Broken Hill. 8837 
empty grain, waiting to depart for Parkes behind 
L270/4854/4892 crossed 48136/48139/L251 
working 8832 grain from Parkes at Manildra 
early that morning. Also on 26 February due to 
washaways in WA. NR45/NR38 hauled 1833 
empty ballast from Enfield to Broken Hill. A 
strange shunt occurred at Goobang Jct early the 
next morning when the entire 1511t of loading 
off 7SP5 from Chullora and one wagon from the 
FCL siding was attached to the rear of diverted 
6BA6 from Acacia Ridge to Melbourne behind 
NR100/NR28/NR10. The Chullora loading off 
6BA6 ran as 8120 freight to Chullora behind 
NR7O that afternoon. 

The Parkes-Narromine area was 
very interesting on 1 March with the 
premier working being the departure of a 
combined train to Narromine at 0940hrs. 
4854/48101/48216/4898/ 48140/ 8827 
empty grain to Gular with 30 wagons 
L251/48139/48136/ 8831 empty grain to 
Gilgandra with 23 wagons made up the train. 
This “train” crossed L270/4894 loading 8836 
grain for Manildra at Peak Hill whilst at the 
same time as the two trains were dividing at 
Narromine 1835 empty grain with 8160/X50 
from Enfield to Nevertire was sitting outside 
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to Port Botany on Saturday 8 January 2011. 
Image by Paul Vanderstelt 


the yard awaiting developments. Late that 
night X5O was detached from the return 8134 
grain from Nevertire to Enfield at Dubbo before 
attaching to 8830 grain from Coonamble 

with 4886/4892/48206/48163 for the run to 
Parkes the following day. 


NORTH-WESTERN REPORT 

The impressive combination of 
RL306/864/48s33/442s1 loaded WC801/ 
WS802 box coal at Werris Creek for Kooragang 
on 9 January. One week later it was the turn of 
RL303/864/48s33/RL305 to load WC801/ 
WS802 at Werris Creek. X50/48140/X45 
arrived at Werris Creek working 1535 empty 
grain from Enfield early on 13 January. The 2/X 
Class locos were replaced by 8121 before the 
train continued to Moree to load. On the return 
at Werris Creek the 2/X’s were attached before 
the train departed for Enfield. As the middle 
unit had not received a CountryNet radio at that 
stage WC801/WS802 box coal was loaded 

at Werris Creek by 48828/RL310/864 on 20 
and 23 January. ELZorro loaded 5458 grain for 
Carrington at Moree on 20 and 22 January, on 
the first occasion with G521/4836/S300/S302 
whilst two days later T387 was also onboard. 
This quin combination loaded 5458 grain at 
Gurley and Narrabri Jct on 24 January. 

In what appears to have been the final 
running of 1523/5124 log trains to and from 
West Tamworth 8154/8145 were detached at 
Werris Creek before 1523 freight continued 
to West Tamworth behind X51/X50/X45 
on 22 January. There was rush on box coal 
loading at Werris Creek in late January with 
864/RL310/48s28 doing the honours on the 
27th, 28th and the 31st whilst RL803/RL301 
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Rolling up the last rise into Werris Creek, X45/X50/X47/8164 haul 5124 Freight from West Tamworth 


loaded WS802 on 29 January. GL103/S302/ 
S300/4836/T387 arrived at Narrabri West 
working 4557 from Carrington the following 
morning with the rear two locos loading the 
train as 5458 grain at Beanbri on 3 February. 
Due to loco problems WS802 coal (864/ 
RL310/48s28) was run in two halves between 
Willow Tree and Murrurundi on 4 February. 
Early the next morning X47/X50/X48 arrived 
at Werris Creek working 1535 empty grain 
from Enfield. The three locos were replaced by 
8121 before 1535 empty grain continued to 
Moree to load, with the 3/X’s in turn replacing 


X53/42105/42202 on Sunday 23 January 2011. 
Image by Peter Cousins 
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8121 at Werris Creek on the return. 2208 has 
become a common sight in the Narrabri area 
with it combining with 1428/1438 to work 
1565/5166 freight on 5 February. WC801/ 
WS802 was a little different when it arrived 
at Werris Creek from Kooragang late on 6 
February behind 48s28/1874/RL310. One 
week later the box coal services were worked 
by 864/4814/RL310. 

The unusually marshalled 5428 grain 
departed Werris Creek for Carrington 
behind 48144/48217/8182 on 14 February. 
2208/1445/1446 departed Narrabri West 
working 5166 freight to Botany on 14, 16 
and 18 February. In a blast from the past a 
down service was assisted over the range 
from Murrurundi late on 15 February. Thirty six 
wagons of concrete sleepers (2736 tonnes) 
from Grafton arrived at Murrurundi as 8M57 
for Parkes behind 8157/8138 that night with 
the Ardglen bank engines (811 1/8133/8215) 
being attached in the lead to assist through 
to Werris Creek. Early that morning 
X52/48132/8007/48121 departed Werris 
Creek working 4525 empty grain to Gurley to 
load for Carrington as 5424 grain. The locos 
on 4557/5458 loading at Beanbri were a little 
different on 18 and 22 February with POTA’s 
48834 assisting T1387. Late running 5938 flour 
from Gunnedah to Nowra departed Ardglen 
early that morning behind 8168/8137/BL30 
after the lead loco had been attached. Also on 
this day 5426 grain departed Werris Creek for 
Carrington behind 8145/48159/481 22 with 
the train being banked from Willow Tree by 
8215/8027/ 8111. It is now quite uncommon 
for an 80 Class loco to be seen working as 
one of the Ardglen bankers. 

8151/X52/48146 departed Werris 


Due to trackwork not allowing access to Yennora, loading from 7MB7 and 7BM7 services 
was detached at Broadmeadow. Here 4152 Freight hauls this loading to Yennora led by 


Image by Peter Cousins 


Creek working 5428 grain to Carrington on 
22 February. 8143 failed whilst working 4525 
empty grain to Werris Creek with 8145 three 
days later in the Hunter Valley so the Ardglen 
bank engines (8215/801 2/8111) ran to 
Murrurundi to assist 4525 empties as far as 
Willow Tree, where the load of XGAY wagons 
was stowed. 

T387/48s34 loaded 5558 for Werris Creek 
Sub/Terminal at Beanbri on 26 February and at 
Walgett two days later. Late that night BL30/ 
BL31 departed Werris Creek working 5424 
grain to Carrington before arriving back working 
4525 empty grain the next day. Also on 2 
March 48s34/T387 loaded 5557/58 at Burren 
Jct whilst a long time stranger to the area, 
4461, was top and tailed between 1445/1446 
when 1565/5166 freight worked in and out of 
Narrabri West. 


NEWCASTLE & 

NORTH COAST REPORT 

In other coal news on 10 January 
864/1874/48s33 loaded HV823 at the Hunter 
Valley loader whilst 48831 replaced 1874 
before HV823 was loaded the next day. On 

11 January. G522/G539 working a load of 
concrete sleepers from Grafton to Parkes 

as 8M57 came to grief close to No.1 tunnel 
near Kerrabee on the Ulan branch. BL26/ 


BL27/48122/48101 working 4835 empty ore 
to Cobar was coupled to the rear of 8M57 

to push it through to Gulgong. This caused 
problems as some of the tracks in the yard 
were booked out of use. 8M57 departed for 
Parkes around 1200hrs the next day behind 
48122/48101/G522/G539 with 12 wagons 
from 4835 empty ore also onboard. These 12 
wagons were later detached at Birriwa whilst 
BL27/BL26 returned the rest of the load of 
4835 ore back to Morandoo that evening. On 
12 January with two grain wagons as cover 
wagons, GL103 moved the two ex Weipa locos 
(R1001/R1004) from the wharf to Carrington 
yard on this day. 

4124 freight to Clyde departed Morandoo 
behind 8169/8004/81 19/8133 on 13 January. 
Two days later 8436 ore from Cobar arrived at 
Morandoo behind BL26/BL27/G540. After a 
failure west of Kerrabee on 20 January WG180 
coal from Wilpinjong arrived at the port behind 
5012/6011/5025/ 6012. 8436 ore from Cobar 
arrived at Morandoo behind BL26/481 27/ 
G537 on this day. 48159 commenced a series 
of work trains from Grafton on 21 January when 
it hauled a railset as 6M41/42 to Casino and 
return. The following day 6M41/42 ran from 
Grafton to Rappville and return whilst the train 
ran to Bonville and return as 6M42/43 on 23 
January. 7WB3 from Pt Kembla arrived at 
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On Saturday 19 February 2011, GL111 approaches Waratah with a loaded Ballast enroute to Sandgate to discharge its load. 


Morandoo behind NR91/NR388/NR49/48153 
early on 23 January. 8005/8161 was at the head 
of 5422 grain from Werris Creek when it arrived 
at Carrington on 29 January, with this pair of 
locos returning to Werris Creek working 4523 
empty grain the next day. Also on 29 January 
4621 to Grafton departed Morandoo behind 
BL33/BL30. 8005 was back at Carrington on 
31 January when it combined with 8164 to work 
5430 grain from Werris Creek. 

EL Zorro leased GL103 from CFCLA from 
1 February with this loco then leading S302/ 
S300/4836/ T387 to work 4557 empty grain to 
Beanbri at 2130hrs that night. After all five locos 
arrived back at Carrington working the return 
5458 grain three days later 1387/4836 towed 
R1001 to Cardiff before all five locos departed 
for Beanbri again working 4557 empty grain that 
night. The disposition of QRN’s HVEC fleet on 
5 February was as follows: 

Unit 61 (5001/6006), unit 62 (5006/ 
6002), unit 63 (5007/5021), unit 64 
(5025/5023), unit 65 (5022/6010/ 6004), unit 
66 (5003/5024), unit 67 (6011/5012), unit 68 
(5010/6011), unit 69 (5008/5005) and unit 70 
(5028/5026/6009). 

6 February saw 5426 grain from Werris 
Creek arrive at Carrington behind the colourful 
combination of 8173/48144/48217, with all 
three locos later returning to Werris Creek 
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SSR commenced running two separate trains 
for Centennial Coal, unit 80 consisting of the 
new PHTH wagons and unit 81 consisting 

of the CHBY hopper wagons. That night unit 
81 loaded at Newstan for Inner harbour with 
C502/G511/C503 whilst the NCIG services 
with 20/PHTH wagons were worked by 
G514/44204/44206 after the rear two locos 
had arrived from Chullora that day. Also on this 
day 8436 ore from Cobar arrived at Morandoo 
behind BL33/BL27/481 19/48122. 

Prior to weighbridge test trains running in 
the Newcastle area at the end of the month 
PN got the job to load various types of coal 
wagons (including QRN wagons) with ballast 
at Martins Creek and Telarah. The first train to 
load was 6M21/ 4M22 from and to Pt Waratah 
on 7 February when 11 wagons were loaded 
at Martins Creek with 8217. The following day 
8217 worked 6M23/4M24 to Martins Creek to 
load 8/PHYH and 4/QHBH wagons. As ARTC 
has a restriction on the PHYH wagons to be a 
maximum gross of 92t north of Telarah 4M24 
stopped at Telarah so these wagons could be 
“topped up”. Then on 10 February 8217 worked 
6M27/4M28 to load 2/QHAH, 2/QHBH and 
8/NHPH wagons. The return 4M28 stabled 
at Telarah before the train continued to Pt 
Waratah as 4M20 the next day. 

After C508 had replaced G511 working 
NW07 from Inner Harbour with C503/ 


C502 at Enfield the 3/C class locos arrived 
at Broadmeadow early on 10 February. 
C508 was then replaced by G513 before 
the train returned to Newstan to load. PN 
worked a number of export services from 
Newstan in early February with 8251/G523/ 
G520/8225 noted working NW433/434 
from and to Pt Waratah on this day. That 
afternoon BL31/BL30/8152/ 48152/48108 
departed Carrington working 4525 empty 
grain to Werris Creek. The lead loco was 
later detached at Muswellbrook to assist 
8121/48121/ 48123 working 5420 grain to 
Carrington. BL31 departed Carrington the 
next afternoon on 4523 empty grain for Werris 
Creek with 8132/8104. 

607/602/48s28/8044 all arrived at 
Carrington working 8446 ore from Cobar 
on 11 February and departed working the 
return 4847 the next day. 5422 grain from 
Werris Creek arrived at Carrington behind 
48157/48121/48138/48103 on 11 February 
with all but 48103 returning north the next day 
working 4525 empty grain. 

On 14 February NW450 arrived at NCIG 
from Newstan behind C503/G513/C502 
but by the time the later NW453 departed for 
Newstan G513 had been replaced by KL81 
and FL220. Late running was the order of 
the day on 15 February due to a loco failure 
the previous night, with the period between 


O830hrs and 0915hrs at Cockle Creek 
being particularly interesting when BL26/ 
X36/X45/8042 passed through working 
1423 freight from Clyde to Morandoo. Thirty 
five minutes later LDPO003/LDP009/X54 
passed through in the opposite direction 
working Melbourne bound 2BM7 with this 
train being followed south 10 minutes later by 
2208/1446/1445 working 5166 freight from 
Narrabri West to Botany. 
BL30/48160/48158 arrived at 
Carrington working 5424 grain from Werris 
Creek on 15 February. After the train was 
unloaded and 8007 attached it headed back 
to Werris Creek as 4523 empty grain. The 
other Northern grain BL class loco BL31 
led 48156/48122 into Carrington on 5426 
grain from Werris Creek the next day. In 
QRN news on 15 February the Duralie Coal 
services was operating as 42303/2204/ 
train/42302/42305.41 24 freight departed 
Morandoo for Clyde on 17 February behind 
G528/8005/BL26. The unusually marshalled 
9458 grain from Beanbri arrived Carrington 
as 1387 (long end leading)/48s34 (long end 
leading)/S302 (backwards)/S300/ G521 at 
1250hrs on 20 February. NWO7 from Inner 
Harbour arrived in Newcastle on this day 
behind C502/B61/44204/44206/C503, 
with 44206 then being detached to run to 
Chullora the next day. 


. Standing on the crossing loop at Baerami in the Upper Hunter Valley, MR956 coal from Moolarben to NCIG is hauled by 5022/6004 on Friday 11 
February 2011. 
Image by Warren Murphy 
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Image by Scott Abberfield 


Harbour arrived in Newcastle on this day 
behind C502/B61/44204/44206/C503, 
with 44206 then being detached to run to 
Chullora the next day. 

On 21 February 8044/48s28/VL355 
departed Carrington working 4847 empty ore 
to Cobar. Then on 21 February the powerful 
combination of G513/C508/G51 4/G511 
was noted unloading a service from Newstan 
at NCIG. 48165/4896/48138/48159/ BL30 
departed Carrington at the head of 4523 empty 
grain Werris Creek on this day. NR61 worked 
6M21 ballast train from Grafton to Nammoona 
on this day before loading and heading to 
Glenapp, just north of the border, the next 
morning. Earlier that morning C510 arrived at 
Morandoo behind NR110/NR104/NR48 at the 
head of 3WB3 from Pt Kembla. POTA towed 
R1004 from Carrington to Broadmeadow 
the next day. BL27/BL33/48208 arrived at 
Morandoo at the head of 8436 ore from Cobar 
on this day. 4124 freight to Clyde departed 
Morandoo behind BL26/X36 on 25 February. 
M822 from Clyde to form 6M75 to Telarah 
arrived at Broadmeadow as GM10/ GM27/ 
B65/train/KL81. After running light engine from 
Chullora to Epping to help push the train north 
due to problems with GM27 the KL returned to 
Chullora. 

BL31/48165/48132/48122 departed 
Carrington working 4523 empty grain to 


Werris Creek on 4 March. The next afternoon 
1443 freight from Botany arrived at Kooragang 
behind RL310/48s28/4814. The rear two 
locos had an unusual job on 6 March when 
they departed Broadmeadow hauling R1004 to 
Goulburn for repairs and repaint. 


Sunday 20 February 2011. 
Image by Paul Vanderstelt 
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On what is believed to be their first use in non-coal service, XRNO06/XRNOO8 were dispatched L.E from the Newcastle area to Willow Tree to assist 
GL111 hauling 5482 Freight from Wee Waa. Here XRN006/XRNO008/GL111 pass through the former site of Blandford on Wednesday 12 January 2011. 


With thanks to Don Allitt, Wayne 
Coleman, Rick Coles, Peter Cousins, 
Ken Davis, Darrell Gainey, Peter 
Gambling, John Hourigan, Justin Moy, 
Dave Oliver, Dave Porter, Ted Rose and 
Ivar Sorrasson. 


PN has redeployed BL30/BL31 from ore working at Broken Hill to grain workings from Werris Creek. 
Here a ground frame stands sentinel as 5422 grain hauled BL31/48158/48135 awaits a cross on 
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> On Monday 24 January 2011, XR555/G528 prepares to depart the BCSC cement siding at Somerton with 2MV9 cement empties. This service operates 
- twice a week between BCSC’s Berrima NSW plant and their terminal at Somerton. 


¢ Image by lan Green 


NORTH EAST REPORT 

On 20 January a late running 3BM7 ORN 
service was noted passing through Donnybrook 
at 1005hrs hauled by CLF7/CLP12/CLF1/ 
CLF‘ to the delight of railfans. 

El Zorro operated on two trips to AWB 
Oaklands in mid January. On 19 January 
G535/GM36 was sighted through Benalla 
at 1615hrs hauling 4CM5 to the North 
Geelong Grain Loop. GM36 returned to 
Oaklands solo on 21 January and stabled. 

The following day G535/T386 hauled 6M41 
railset to Benalla where G535 detached and 
ran L.E to Oaklands to attach to GM36. They 
were observed hauling 7CM5 grain through 
Yarrawonga at 1800hrs later that day. Whilst 
9361 empty grain to Tocumwal passed over 
the Moonee Ponds Creek trestle at 1920hrs 

on 24 January hauled by G533/B74. After 
loading the following day, the train returned to 
Seymour and attached T378/T357 and was 
noted passing through Heathcote Junction that 
evening at 201 5hrs. 
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G541/DL43/NR53 was noted awaiting 
departure from Appleton Dock hauling 3MC2 
goods to Griffith at 1300hrs on 27 January. 
The following day, 9306 goods from Tocumwal 
ascended Heathcote Junction at 2010hrs 
hauled by A71/P20/X41 whilst 10 minutes 
later 9361 empty grain passed through in the 
opposite direction hauled by G533/T357/ 
1320/1378. On 29 January after discharging 
rail on the east line between Seymour and 
Benalla, 6M42 empty railset was noted passing 
through Broadford at 1500hrs enroute to 
ANZAC siding to be reloaded hauled by S317/ 
GM22. 

What is believed to be the first visit by 
an ALCo mainliner occurred on 2 February 
when G535/44209 worked 3MC5/3CM5 
to Oaklands. On 8 and 9 February, N453 
performed two light engine trips to Wodonga 
with stops being made for inspection 
purposes in preparation for the return of V/ 
Line services to Albury. Also on 9 February, 


5312 returned to the State after a long hiatus 


April 2011 


after it ran L.E from Junee to Benalla to 
attach to 4CM5 grain hauled by GM36/ 
T386/44209 with the train continuing on 

to North Geelong arriving the next day. On 
13 February, CLP12/CLP9/CLF4/CLP10 
roared through Donnybrook at 1930hrs 
hauling 3MB7 QRN service to Brisbane. 
The following morning, T320/T357 and two 
wagons derailed in Tocumwal yard whilst 
shunting causing a fuel tank to be ruptured. 
More late running with 4BM7 ORN service 
saw it pass through Wangaratta at 1530hrs 
on 25 February hauled by LDP009/CLP9/ 
CLP12/42105.On this day T342/T385 were 
sighted in the Wangaratta area conducting 
level crossing testing in connection with 
commissioning of West line between Benalla 


and Wodonga. 


NORTHERN REPORT 


Unprecedented rainfalls caused widespread 
floods throughout central Victoria on the 12- 


14 January. As a result, seven regional lines 


were closed by Mon 17 January. ‘These were 
St Arnaud to Donald, Dunolly to Korong Vale 
via Inglewood, Korong Vale to Sea Lake and 
Robinvale, Eaglehawk to Inglewood, Mitiamo 
to Piangil and Rochester to Echuca, With 
access closed to these areas, a number of grain 
trains have operated to Deniliquin and Elmore 
since late January. 

On 28 January, G524 loaded 20 hoppers 
at Elmore returning to Bendigo at 1540hrs 
whilst XR557/XR550 loaded 40 hoppers at 
Deniliquin on 29 January. Both locos returned 
to Deniliquin on 2 February working 9053 
empty grain passing Epsom at 0330hrs. ‘The 
following day X41/BL32 worked 9041 empty 
grain to Elmore passing Epsom at 0300hrs. 
XR557/XR550 again visited Deniliquin 
on || February hauling 9053 empty grain 
whilst a rare daylight run saw X44/G524 roll 
through Golden Square at |1230hrs hauling 
9041 empty grain to Elmore. On 23 February, 
9053 empty grain was hauled by XR3550/ 
XR551/X44 when it passed Epsom at 
0300hrs conveying 20 hoppers for Elmore and 
20 hoppers for Deniliquin. 

XR552/XR553 on 9124 grain remained 
stabled at Manangatang due to flood damage 
since 10 January, however a number of driver 


training trips have been conducted in the 


at this location. 
Image by Karl Costanzo 


ensuing time between Manangatang and 
Ultima and Manangantang and Chinkapook. 

The first train on the Mildura was 9102 
goods with G525/A81 on the 31 January 
after running as LE from South Dynon that 
morning. Carwarp silo complex was used for a 
brief period between 15 February and the 22 
January transhipping containers from road to 
rail. X49/A71/A78 were sighted hauling 9101 
goods to Carwarp on the 21 January. ‘This 
train continued onto Merbein with X49 solo 
with 10 wagons attached being the first train 
north since the floods engulfed that region. A 
few hours later an unidentified A class travelled 
LE from Carwarp to Merbein to assist X49 
returning later that day on 9102 goods. 

The current line status in early March in 


the aftermath of the flooding 1s as follows: 


Dunolly — Korong Vale — Sea Lake closed 
Korong Vale — Borung closed 
Manangatang — Robinvale closed 
Dimboola — Yaapeet closed 
Eaglehawk — Inglewood closed 


All other lines are opened except for several 


that have previously closed due to track condition. 


WESTERN REPORT 


OR National have operated a number of 


notable combinations such as on 24 January 
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when 6PM] containers was hauled by 
LDP005/CLEF7/CLP 12/2202 whilst a week 
later the same service was hauled by LDP002/ 
CLPI27CLP9. 

On 23 January, GM36/G535 were noted 
passing through Stawell hauling 7761 empty 
grain to AWB Dimboola whilst on 29 January 
saw T386/C501 hauling 9769 Horsham 
goods pass Murtoa at 0738hrs and 6AK1 
empty grain arrive at 1010hrs hauled by 
CLP17/GM43/CLP8. GWA again loaded 
grain at Marmalake sidings at Murtoa on 2 
February when CLP8/GM43/CLP17 were 
noted departing Murtoa at 1600hrs. 

On 3 February, 5MP1 to Adelaide was 
hauled by LDP005/6008/42206 whilst 
the following day 3PM1 freight arrived in 
Melbourne hauled by LDP004/6001/CLF9. 

At 1725hrs on 5 February, C501/T386 
ascended Stawell Bank whilst the following day 
an unusual visitor passed through Stawell at 
0800hrs in the form of NR28 hauling 7SA8 
Indian Pacific having been diverted due to 
flooding east of Broken Hill. 

On 8 February with G512 being serviced, 
RL309 assisted G515 on 2AM2 POTA 
service. The following day, 7968 goods from 
Portland passed Gheringhap hauled by GM36/ 
G535/44209. 


N453 on its first light engine test to Wodonga on Tuesday 8 February 2011 is seen here waiting in Alumatta Loop for the Southern Spirit led by NR85 to 
pass. It is believed that Alumatta Loop was closed the following day as part of the North East upgrade works, making it possibly the last cross to occur 
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On 12 February, 44209/GM36 worked 
7701 empty grain down the hill into Stawell 
at 1305hrs enroute to Dimboola; at Horsham, 
T'386 attached in the lead for the remainder 
of the journey to Dimboola. All three units 
returning the next day hauling 7762 to 
Portland through Stawell at 1 140hrs. 

Portland saw the departure of 7761 
empty grain at 1530hrs on 25 February 
hauled by 44209/C501. The following day, 
both locos were noted at Ararat at 1825hrs 
hauling 7761 empty grain to Dimboola. 

On | March, the mineral sand loading was 
combined with the empty grain service 
between Portland and Maroona and hauled 
by 44209/8312/T386/C501. C501/T386 
and the mineral sands loading was detached 
at Maroona with 44209/S312 noted passing 
through Stawell at 1955hrs. 

Some driver route familiarisation was 
conducted on 12 February when B80/T376/ 
T369/1T373/B76 ran L.E from Melbourne to 
Ballarat via North Geelong and returned via 
Ballan to Melbourne. 

On 16 February, Y145 hauled 9162 
Xtrapolis transfer from North Ballarat 
Workshops to Newport Workshops whilst the 
following night 5MP1 ORN service departed 


Image by Eddie Potter 


Melbourne hauled by 6003/CLF1/2202. 

PN has operated a number of grain services 
into North Geelong grain loop for discharge 
such as XR551/XR554/A77 working 9125 
empty hoppers to Donald on 19 February, X44 
on 9141 grain empties on 21 February, XR550/ 
XR557/X44 on 9124 grain ex Woomelang 


Delayed by flooding at Glenorchy, 4MP5 Superfreighter is hauled by NR18/NR73 unusually both 
long end leading as they depart Dimboola on Friday 14 January 2011. 


on 22 February and G525/XR551 on 9125 
empty hoppers to Ouyen on 23 February. 
XR551 having a spell off the Long Island steel 
services teamed up with BL32 at Ouyen and 
returned 9126 grain back to North Geelong, 
discharged, then made a return trip to Yelta. 


On 26 February, 9124 grain from Yelta arrived 


On Saturday 29 January 2011, XR557/XR550 arrives at Deniliquin NSW with 9053 empty grain. After a number of years without revenue service due to 


- drought, a number of trains have operated to Deniliquin during February. 
- Image by Jon Clark 
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North Geelong to discharge hauled by G525/ 
X44/X49. After unloading the train returned to 
Carwarp for reloading. 

El Zorro continued to operate to Portland 
from either North Dynon or Westgate Siding 
conveying mineral sands loading from Portland 
for export. Most services used C501/'T386 
however on 25 February. T386/GM36 was 
observed on 7968 goods from Portland and on 
27 February, 1386/8312 hauled 9767 goods 
to Portland. 

The following day, NR40/DL50/AN7 
hauled 2MA5 PN freight to Adelaide crossing 
2AM2 POTA service hauled by G512/8030 


on its way. 


METROPOLITAN REPORT 
Unusually on 7 February, BL29/A77 worked 
9553 empty steel to Long Island passing 
through Malvern around midday. ‘he 
following day saw X39/X37/X43 working 
9318 Quarry from Kilmore East to Brooklyn. 
On 17 February, N456/N464 hauled the 
1612hrs service to Bacchus Marsh where 
N456 was detached and ran light engine to 
Ballarat for repainting at UGL’s workshops. 
A77/XR554/XR551/X49/A71 passed 
through Werribee hauling 9231 wagon 


Image by Tony Deppeler 
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Image by Peter Attenborough 


transfer at 1300hrs on 19 February. ‘The 
wagon transfer involved the rake of container 
flats in use between Westgate Siding and 
Maryvale and was being transferred to North 


Geelong for maintenance. 
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Following completion of mud-hole remediation work on the Victorian north-east standard gauge 
line, attention has turned to relaying the track with heavier rail. Throughout the first months of 

2011, many rail trains have operated over that corridor, including on Saturday 22 January, when 
G535/T386 were captured south of Tallarook with 6M41 railset. 


With thanks to Frank Hinde, Graham 
Elliott, Chris Nuthall, Tony Deppeler, 


John Hearsch and Steve Molloy. 
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Each locomotive is owned by different organizations; 44209 by CFCLA, T386 by El Zorro, GM36 by SRHC and S312 by Rail Power. Here they combine to 
haul 6762 grain to North Geelong grain loop on Thursday 10 February 2011. 


{ 59 } 


STATE NEWS 


- On Sunday 16 January 2011, RL310 in QUBE silver and yellow livery was transferred to New South Wales behind CLF3 and CLP9 on QRNational service 
- 1MS9. The train is shown approaching Wandong, between Melbourne and Seymour. 
> Image by Peter Attenborough 


After languishing out of service after West Coast Railway acquired it in 1994 from V/Line, WCR sold it in 2004 to Rail Power based in Goulburn NSW. 
Here S312 returns to its old state having run L.E from Junee to Benalla to assist 4CM5 grain from Oaklands hauled by GM36/T386/44209 seen here near 
Euroa on sunset on Wednesday 9 February 2011. 

Image by Mark Jesser 
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Dropping downgrade through the Native Hut creek valley near Inverleigh, C501 George Brown/T386 make light work of 9767 Portland goods on 
Wednesday 2 February 2011. 
Image by Frank Hinde 


Rounding the curve into Murtoa, CLP17/GM43/CLP8 haul 6AK1 empty grain to Marmalake sidings just east of Murtoa on Saturday 29 January 2011. 
Image by Steve Molloy 
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visible in the trees. 
Image by Bruce Russell 


CENTRAL REPORT 


The track to Emerald, west of Burngrove, 
and the northern (Gregory) branch between 
Blackwater and Goonyella, re-opened on 26 


January, allowing coal to be transported from 
the Minerva mine once again. On 27 January 
these services operated: - 4014/4008; 4036/ 
4114 worked 9504 German Creek empties 
through Blackwater. 4017/4029 (vehicle); 
4139/4001 departed Ensham on 9F63 RG 
Tanna coal. 4017, the original second unit, had 
been changed to the lead position at Bluff on 
the outward leg (9E64) after 4029 had failed. 
4132/4004; 4131 arrived at Nogoa before 
sunrise on 9P76, reaching Minerva an hour 
later as 9P77. After completion of loading three 
hours later, 9F78 departed for Callemondah. 

3844 commenced coal use on E458/ 
EG59 Norwich Park to Hay Point service on 21 
January with 3844/3754; 3746 departing Jilalan 
as E458. The last of the 3800 class, 3845, 
commenced coal use on E306/EG07 Peak 
Downs to Hay Point service with 3844/3845; 
3739 departing Jilalan on 18 February. 
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3756 commenced coal use on E750/EV51 
Blair Athol Mine to Dalrymple Bay service on 
11 January when 3815/3756; 3750 departed 
Jilalan. The next 3700 to commence service was 
3758 on 21 February when it was the remote 
loco on E416/EG17 Norwich Park to Hay 
Point service with 3835/3704; 3758 departing 
Jilalan. 3758 was noted ‘not to lead’. It would 
seem 3800s have been designated to lead 
instead of 3700s due to crew dis-satisfaction 
about cab noise and crew preference for an 
apparent superior ride quality of the new-built 
bogies under the 3800s in comparison to the 


refurbished 3200 class bogies under the 3700s. 


The last 3700 to lead on its trial run was 3754 
back on 10 October 2010. 

On 1 February, the PN Blair Athol to 
Gladstone Powerhouse coal service, 9Z81, 
derailed at Blair Athol, with rear loco 8314 and 
a number of wagons derailed. 8315 was on the 
front. This was the second trip of the 40 wagon 
“push-pull” consist. The first service was 9Z73 
from Blair Athol on 26 January. It was supposed 
to run via the North Coast Line, hence the 
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Following the light engine trial runs from Maryborough West, the first two of the 35 new locos ordered in January 2010 from Downers EDI Rail began 
Trials on freight services between Brisbane and Rockhampton in February. The first runs occurred with 4141 and 4142 separately hauling freight services 
8375 (Brisbane to Rockhampton) and 8874 (Rockhampton to Brisbane), with vehicle locos 2390/2313D travelling for back-up. A second round of 

Testing occurred in mid February when 4141 and 4142 travelled together using the same freight services. The last of the trials were completed between 
14 February and 17 February when only 4141 and 4142 were the train locos, with one of the locos vehicle in each run. Upon reaching Rockhampton 

on 17 February the locos went vehicle to Townsville (Stuart) on 8273 goods to commence operations on the Mt Isa Line. On Tuesday 8 February, with 
4141/2313D/2390 vehicles, 4142 hauls 8375 goods across the Yeppen flood plain from Rocklands to Rockhampton. Remnants of the 2011 flood are still 


40 wagons (to be loaded to only 80 tonnes). 
However, it ran via Burngrove and was at 
Gracemere as 9275 - 8315 leading, and 8314 
on the rear - on the morning of 27 January. 

These services were arranged as “as 
required” services from either German Creek or 
Blair Athol to Stanwell Powerhouse or Gladstone 
Powerhouse via the Goonyella System, North 
Coast Line and Blackwater System for a short 
time, presumably in response to the flooding 
of mines and rail lines which created some 
uncertainty of delivery in the short term. 

The Blair Athol balloon was still closed 
on 8 February. 07B2 (2496H/2498H) was 
engaged in repair work, reloading at Moranbah. 
The PNC train departed the site for Gladstone 
via Dysart this day, 8315/8316 on the front and 
8314 on the rear. As 9282, it passed through 
Midgee the next morning. On 11 February, 
PN 8315 with 8314 as vehicle ran as LMP8 
from Auckland Point to Maryborough West 
for derailment damage repairs to 8314. On 
14 February, 8315 returned light engine from 
Maryborough West to Auckland Point as LGP1. 


On 6 February, 7U39 arrived at Yukan with 
23 of the railset wagons and 3761 (ex 3253). 
After detaching 3761, the train continued to 
Waitara as 7W40 where the 23 railset wagons 
were detached. At Waitara, 11/VBO and plough 
were attached for Blackridge. After arriving at 
Coppabella, the train continued to Blair Athol as 
07B4, returning to Moranbah as OWBS. 3761 


was moved to Jilalan soon after arriving at Yukan. 


On 12 February, three PN coal trains 
were briefly at Gracemere around 08:00hrs. 
9Y24 — 8301/8311, 22 wagons, 8308, 78 
wagons, 8305 — proceeded west through the 
mainline with 9Y40 (8310/8307, 20 wagons, 
8313/8304, 80 wagons) waiting its turn at the 
western end of Gracemere loop. At the eastern 
end waiting for 9F24 to clear, was 9F49 in 
“oush-pull” mode, with 8302/8309, 100 
wagons, and 8312/8306 at the rear. 

As reported in the previous issue (ARI 6), 
3540's re-entrance into coal traffic stalled at 
Raglan on 24 December when EB29 Curragh 
empties out of Callemondah was stowed 
there. On 20 January, 3540 completed its first 
journey following overhaul, departing Raglan 
after the floods on EH71 Boorgoon empties 
(3540/3414/341 2; 3520/3534). Since the 
train had been stowed as EB29 Curragh 
empties on 24 December, the mid train units 
had been changed, when on 18 January, 


4023 towed 3520/3534 to Raglan as GE33, 
returning with 3543/3505 as LD34. 

On 24 January, 2111D was attached 
to 8G16 at Yukan and moved vehicle to 
Gladstone overnight. 2264/2179 and 2254 
were also vehicles on this train, from Pring for 
Redbank. At Rockhampton, 3508/2262 was 
added as vehicles, with 2498H taking over the 
lead from 2838. On 27 January, 2805/2840 
worked Y874 from Gladstone with vehicles 
2303/2262/2111D/2264/2179D, and 2254 
for Redbank. This train now more regularly 
starts in Gladstone, rather than Rockhampton. 
2111D was sent to Redbank to be stored, 
leaving only 2100H, 2122F, and 2123F in 
service. Normally on Moura Line coal haulage 
duties, 2207D/2209D were working East 
End to Fishermans Landing limestone on 26 
January, which they had been for several days. 
Less of the older Clydes are seeing use in 
Moura traffic now. 

The PN 71 class locos travelling to 
Rockhampton Workshops in this reporting 
period were 7113, 7114 and 7118. 8310 
ran to Yukan from Gracemere to collect 7114 
and 7118 and returned via the North Coast 
Line as 6RP2, arriving in Rockhampton on 25 
January. 7113 departed Dysart on 12 February 
for Westwood as GRP3. 8317 towed it to 
Rockhampton Shops on 18 February. 
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On 24 January, 3924 and 3926 were 
restored to traffic at Callemondah, to join 
3925 and 3930 in use. The next day, 

3926 recommenced coal use, departing 
Callemondah on El13 Boonal empties, the 
consist being 3533/331 8/3926; 3521/3509. 
It wasn’t until 8 February that 3924 re-entered 
coal use - EE37 Ensham empties from 
Callemondah. 3526/3304/3924; 3521/3509 
hauled the train, which diverted to German 
Creek as E538 from Bluff. 3920 went vehicle 
on 8G16 from Rockhampton to Gladstone on 7 
February to re-enter coal service. A week later, 
3920 recommenced coal use at Callemondah, 
departing on EBO5 Curragh empties 
(3523/3547/3920; 3540/3569). 

While the 3900Cs come back into traffic, 
the remainder of the 3100s and 33/3400s in 
Jilalan remain out of use with the exception of 
tuition trains running in January. On 2 January, 
3752/31 28/341 9/3104 ran light engine from 
Jilalan to Coppabella as GW40. 3104/ 3419, 
LTC 1848, 3128 departed Coppabella as 
GM02/GW03 tuition special for Lake Vermont 
on 6 January. 3104/3128 ran as G7B6 from 
Coppabella on 8 January, the tuition special 
running to Blair Athol Mine, then as G9B7/ 
G9BB8 to North Goonyella loop and GWB9 
to Coppabella. The same day, 3316/3168 
departed Jilalan as G804 heading to Riverside 


Clyde locomotives 2303/2364D work Fishermans Island to Rockhampton freight 8375 northwards approaching Yandina on Saturday 19 February 2011. 
Second loco, 2364D was recently overhauled and is the first “90 tonne” Clyde to wear the new QR National colour scheme. 
Image by Matt Green. 


Australian Railways Illustrated { 63 } 


‘STATE NEWS 


loop and returned as GJO5 to Coppabella. On 
18 January, 3168/3419/3104 ran as GOB6/ 
GWB7 tuition from Coppabella to Goonyella 
and return. These three locos have been based 
in Coppabella during January for this purpose. 
A total of 9 3100 class were stored at Jilalan - 
3101, 3102, 3103, 3128, 3136, 3140, 3144, 
3156, 3160. 

The SX set (Set 45) that arrived on 24 
December for use at Emerald (ARI 6) returned 
to Brisbane on 5 February when 2197F worked 
4002 empty cars from Rockhampton to Mayne, 
consisting of 7 A/C cars (ex P301) and the 
7 SX cars. The SX were recovered from 
Rocklands on 27 January by 2495H as 4337. 

Although Queensland Rail officially 
announced on 21 February the Central West 
Line between Emerald and Winton had 
re-opened after extensive flood damage cut 
the track for more than six weeks, trains had 
commenced to run a few days earlier. The 
first Spirit of the Outback train through to 
Longreach departed Brisbane on 19 February 
with 2302/1735D hauling. On 18 February, 
6391 was recovered from Barcaldine, having 
been stowed there since 23 December. 
2491H/ 1736 only made it to Alpha, with 
2491H having brake issues. 1746D was sent 
from Emerald as LWC2, but failed at Willows 
and was stowed there. A further rescue loco 
was to be sent out on 6W46 on 20 February, 


Image by Lincoln Driver. 
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but that plan was later altered. The first 6W46 
for several months, worked by 2478H, departed 
Rockhampton on 20 February, with 2473D as 
vehicle for Alpha, four vehicles back. The next 
day, 2478H arrived at Longreach on 6W46 
around sunrise, departing for Winton soon after 
with three wagons. It returned as 6391 from 
Winton with five wagons later that morning. 
Upon arrival at Alpha, it was combined with the 
stowed 6391 goods, 2478H/1736D hauling 
34 vehicles (1168 tonnes), including vehicles 
2491H/2473D. The same day, 2501D/1773D 
worked OWB8 ballast from Emerald for 
Barcaldine to work on the Alice to Lochnagar 
section. The train returned from Barcaldine as 
03B9. On 23 February, 1736 ran as LWO02 
from Emerald to Willows to recover defective 
1746D and return it as LEO3. 

On 2 February, 4141 worked Y874 from 
Gladstone, passing through Yeerongpilly on its 
way to Fisherman Islands. 4141 had come vehicle 
on 8G75 (2390/231 3D) from Maryborough 
West to Gladstone on 1 February. It returned to 
Maryborough West that night, vehicle on 8375 
(2390/2313D). After 4141 was detached, 4142 
was attached to 8375 at Maryborough West, 
vehicle for Rockhampton. This train was held 
there for nearly 24 hours, due to the cyclone 
up north. 8375 arrived at Rockhampton on 4 
February with 2390/2313D hauling and vehicles 
4142/1744D - four locos and four different 
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liveries. Later that night, 4142 hauled 8874 south 
with 2313D/2390 as vehicles. 


NORTH REPORT 

2200F/2484H worked 6ZG5 sorghum (40 
wagons) from Mount McLaren on 26 January 
for Mackay Harbour. This service has been 
regularly operating during January. 

On 6 February, 2815 worked 9T05/9T06 
Acid from Mount Isa to Phosphate Hill, and 
9M07/9M08 return. 2837 worked the second 
train 9T09/9T10. This was the resumption of 
revenue services on the GNR. 2830 worked 
9Y93 acid empties from Phosphate Hill with 
vehicles 2847/2838/2182D. 2830 had worked 
light engine from Cloncurry the previous day as 
LT92. 2813/2811 worked 9285 fertiliser from 
Cloncurry to Hughenden, whilst the only other 
train running was 2839 on 02B1/OHB2 ballast 
special from Hughenden to Southern Cross 
and return to repair flood damage. It had 20 
VBZ wagons, plough and TCWA 3. 

A new Cloncurry copper ore train, 
9E60/9261 has been noted in service recently. It 
is made up of GO and PHZ wagons, conveying 
loading for Ostojic. Ostojic is the logistics 
subcontractor for CuDeco, who operate the new 
Rocklands copper mine 15km west of Cloncurry. 
Ostojic are responsible for storage, weighing 
and loading of the ore at Cloncurry. The first of 
the 9261's left Cloncurry on 18 February with 


During the severe threat to North Queensland of Tropical Cyclone Yasi, Queensland Rail operated a special evacuation train P932 south from Townsville 
on Tuesday 1 February utilising the Inlander consist (which operates between Townsville and Mt Isa). In this scene, 2363 makes for an unusual sight as 
it leads the Inlander cars into Bundaberg station as train P239 at 1530hrs on Saturday 5 February 2011. 


2300 class. 
Image by Carl Millington 


2814/2805 hauling 42 wagons of ore. On 
24 February, 2191F worked 6EN2 Cattletrain 
empties into Julia Creek to load 41 wagons. 

After the passage of Cyclone Yasi, Newlands 
System operations recommenced on 4 February 
with 9A09 from McNaughton (4103/4109/2266) 
the first to move. 9A15 (4112/2256/2260) 
departed the same location an hour later. 

8279 (2193F/2173D) departed 
Rockhampton on 6 February, after laying over 
since 2 February (1 February ex Brisbane). 

It reached Mackay where it stowed until 8 
February for the last leg to Townsville. Earlier 
the same day, one freight service made it 
through to Townsville, the first since 1 February. 
2817 worked 6279 from Mackay to Partington 
yard. Another freight made it through to 
Townsville on 7 February, 2843 working 8C59 
from Mackay. The loading was all for Tully, 
Innisfail and Portsmith. 

On 8 February, the NCL ‘reopened’ 
between Mackay and Townsville for full 
operations. 2845 worked 8756 out of 
Townsville, the first QR service south since 1 
February, preceded by 87P6. 82P3 was stowed 
at Ayr and 82P7 at Inkerman. 2817 followed 


with 8G16, 2809 with 8754 and 2834 on 8796. 


2836 worked 8C49 out of Mackay, this train 
having been stowed there since 1 February. 
8279 (2193F/2173D) departed Mackay also, 
after being stowed for a long period. 2849/ 
2824 worked 9255 from Charters Towers 


to Townsville Jetty with 2161D/2211D as 
vehicles. This was the first train from west of 
Townsville since the floods. The Kuranda service 
recommenced, with both 8K80 (1774D/1 737) 
and 3K32 (1771D/1752D) running. The locos 
stored at Kamma returned to Portsmith as 7C08, 
1751D towing 1724D/2163D/2826. 

PN’s locos for their Mount Isa magnetite 
mineral haul have begin arriving in Townsville. 
So far 8315, 8316, and 8318 have arrived. 
8315 arrived on 18 February as vehicle on 
82P5 behind PNOO5. 8316 followed the next 
day as vehicle on 82P3 behind PNOO7. 8318 
came up on the same service behind PNOO4, 
departing Rockhampton on 19 February. The 
ROAF tippler wagons have also been arriving in 
numbers at the Port of Townsville. 

While the usual loco consist for the 4100 
class at Pring is two 4100s and a 2250, a 
number of consists, still hauling 82 wagons, 
have seen the combination as one 4100 and 
two 2250s. On 5 January when the Newlands 
system was shut down due to flooding 
rains in the area, 9A33 (4110/2256/2269) 
was shut down at Abbot Point and 9N48 
(4112/2271/2260) was stowed at Armuna. 
With Cyclone Yasi approaching, the Newlands 
system was shut down on 1 February with 
9N50 (4101/2255/2273) at Briaba, 9B12 
(4113/2257/2270) at Sonoma, and 9NO8 
(4112/2256/2260) at McNaughton. On 28 
February, Newlands to Abbot Point 9A09 was 


Apri 2011 


STATE NEWS: 


On Tuesday 25 January 2011, loaded flood rock train 03B2, bound for Glen Geddes near Rockhampton awaits departure from Mackay Yard behind 
2208D/2204D. Lead locomotive 2208D was overhauled and repainted during mid 2010 and was fitted with a toilet similar to the recently overhauled 


worked by 4101/2255/2256 hauling 82 VALQ/ 
VAZQ wagons. 
4113 commenced coal use at Pring 
on 9N50 Newlands empties (4113/ 2251/ 
2257) from Pring on 25 January. It had 
come up vehicle on 8273 behind 2848 from 
Rockhampton, departing there on 22 January. 
On 5 January, 2191F towed 2600 and 
2612 as 8211 from Stuart to Bohle for ATP 
software upgrade by UGL Rail. 2162D towed 
2610 from Stuart to UGL Bohle as 8F98 on 16 
February, returning with 2612 ex ATP upgrade. 
2608 is still at Redbank. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 
After first being sighted at the Bowen Street, 


Maryborough plant in mid September 2010, 
4141 and 4142 ran on test as L424/LM25 to 
Gympie North and return from Maryborough 
West on 25 January. 

On 4 February, new PN loco 8316 departed 
Maryborough West as LGP1 for Auckland Point. 
The previous day, it had run on test as LJP3/ 
LMP4 from Maryborough West to Colton and 
return. 8317/ 8318 worked test runs LJP1/ 
LMP2/LJP3/LMP4, making two return runs from 
Maryborough West and Colton on 10 February. 
The next day, 8317/8318 ran from Maryborough 
West to Auckland Point as LGP1, on delivery. 

On 5 February, 2806 worked YU39 
from Acacia Ridge with vehicle 3761 and 23 
loaded QR/ RY/RYS rail wagons, all for Yukan. 
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2496H/2498H took over the train at Glenmore 
Junction, due to congestion in Rockhampton as a 
result of stowed trains because of Cyclone Yasi. 
The same day, 2363 worked P239 ‘Yasilander’ 
(Inlander set) from Roma Street on the Sunlander 
timetable, as did 2303/2254 working 8U79 from 
Acacia Ridge with 28 wagons for Rockhampton 
and Mackay. Both trains terminated at Mackay on 6 
February. The NCL was still cut north of Merinda. 

On 7 February, 4142 worked 8874 
into Fisherman Islands again, with vehicles 
2313D/2390. 4142 then returned north vehicle 
on 8375 (2390/2313D hauling), but took over 
the train from Maryborough West early Tuesday, 
with vehicles 4141/2390/2313D. 

On 24 February, 2323/1742D worked 67C2 
Cattletrain empties from Dinmore to Acacia 
Ridge following unloading. They had worked 
the train through from Emerald to Dinmore the 
previous day as 65C1/65C2. The same day, 
another ballast train ran to Grantham, with 
1754D/2498H and 2488H either end of 18 
hoppers and a plough as 06B2. 2200F entered 
Redbank Shops for overhaul on 15 February. 
2351/2350 ran as L600 from Fisherman Islands 
to Grandchester to recover the stowed set move 
it to Normanby yard as 6901 on 16 February. 

2361 departed Redbank for Western 
Australia by road on 2 February. It had 
entered Redbank Shops on 21 January in 
preparation for its transfer. Its last working 


was when it came down from Rockhampton 
on 18 February, 2849/2361 working Y874 to 
Fisherman Islands. It will become DFZ2408 in 
Western Australia. 


SOUTH-WEST REPORT 


On 10 January, an extremely heavy downpour 
and consequent flash flooding severely 
damaged track in Toowoomba, on the 
Toowoomba Range, and in the Lockyer 

Valley below Toowoomba. Many landslips 
occurred with bridges destroyed and multiple 
track washouts effectively isolating the area 
west of Gatton. Locos at Toowoomba depot 
were 1762D, 2123F, 2172F, 2309, 2314, 
2332D, 2335, 2337D, 2339D, 2352D, 2353, 
2355, 2366, 2391, 2479D, 2485H, 2489H, 
2490H, 2492H, and 2499D. Coal consists 
stowed were 2390/2364D, 2351/2322, 
2333D/2313D, 2348/2360, 2350/2305, 
and 2310D/2308 at Fisherman Islands, 
2338/2357 at Grandchester, 2306D/2334D 
at Helidon, 2335/2332D, and 2309/2352D at 
Toowoomba, and 2358/2365 at Gowrie. 


2346 and 2362 were stranded at Goondiwindi. 


The first train of the year ran south of 
Toowoomba on 21 February, 2346 towing 
2362 as LG21 from Goondiwindi to Thane to 
attach 19 stowed loaded grain wagons and 
return them as 6H22 to Goondiwindi. Others 
were left at Thane. 


WESTERN REPORT 


On 3 February, stowed service 9843 was 
moved from Gowrie to Willowburn by 
2309/2352D, the original locos 2365/2358 
having flat batteries. Earlier, 2479D/2490H 
worked ORB2 ballast from Toowoomba 

to Chinchilla, with 16/VBOR and plough 

for ballasting at Chinchilla. On 7 February, 
2479D/2490H worked ORB2 with a 41 coal 
wagon set from Toowoomba to Oakey, then 
ran LE to Chinchilla to attach the ballast set 
and return it to Toowoomba as O6B3. Ballast 
trains are the only traffic moving in the area 
with 2172F/2492H working ORB2 Miles 
ballast from Toowoomba on 11 February. 
2490H/2479D worked 6DO0/6601 from 
Toowoomba to Bowenville and return on 17 
February. Sixteen hoppers were conveyed 
outbound, attaching six more from the 
derailment on 16 December, before returning 
to Toowoomba with all 22. On 22 February, 
2339D/2355 worked ODB2 ballast empties 
from Toowoomba to Malu, loaded, and then 
headed to the nearby Koomi to Bowenville 
section to unload. They then returned with 
06B3 to Malu to stow. 


With thanks to Bill Dunn, Arthur Shale, 
Tony Wells, QR National and Queensland 
Rail Media Releases 


Image by Bruce Russell 
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On Saturday 12 February, 8302/8309 haul loaded coal 9F49 across the Gracemere - Rocklands section towards Callemondah with a 100 wagon 
consist. At the rear, 8312/8306 completes the “push-pull” arrangement. This consist was formed to allow haulage to both Dalrymple Bay and Clinton 
from Gordonstone (Kestrel Mine) because the Gordonstone trackage only faces Blackwater and there is no angle. Another “push-pull” arrangement 
to Gordonstone was noted at Archer the following day when 9Y27 headed north with 8301/8311 leading, followed by 22 wagons, remote 8308, and 
bringing up the rear after another 78 wagons was 8305, facing south. 


STATE NEWS 


QRN’s 5BM7 on Thursday 17 February 2011 has CLP10/CLF4/CLP9/CLP12 on the point and is passing through Greenbank crossing loop on dual gauge track 
situated a few kilometres south of the trains starting point at Acacia Ridge. Although the track is dual gauge it is not connected to the QR 3’ 6” network. 


Image by Neill Farmer 


Late on Tuesday 25 January 2011, QRN freight 3BM7 has only just commenced its long journey and is seen passing through Kagaru, about 35 
kilometres south of Acacia Ridge behind locomotives CLF4/CLF1/LDPO009. 
Image by Matt Green 
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South Australia 


January 2011. 
Image by Bob Grant 


BAROSSA REPORT 


The Stonie continues to work its normal daily 
service. There are currently rumours that this 
service might not return after the six month 
closure of the Gawler line between Mawson 
Lakes and Gawler later this year. On 7 January, 
841/844/843 worked the service. Due to 
problems with both 704 and 841 on 29 January, 
844 was added at Dry Creek for the run to 
Osborne. The next day the service was worked 
by 704/841/844 while on 1 February the train 
was worked by 843/841/844. On 7 February, 
844/704 worked the empty service to Penrice 
but problems enroute saw it declared a total 
failure. Light engines 843/841 were sent from 
Dry Creek and assisted the train to Adelaide. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 


The south line continues to see a large amount 
of traffic variety over the last few months. On 

7 January, 6(AM2 departed Adelaide behind 
G51 2/8030/RL309. These three locomotives 
then worked the return service, 7MA2 before 
returning back to Melbourne on 2AM2. From 
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the 9 to 14 January, 2210 was utilised for crew 
training movements between Tailem Bend and 
Loxton and return. All movements were operated 
as a light engine. GWA grain service 1281 
departed Dry Creek on 12 January hauled by 
CLF6/ALF22/GM43/2207/CLP16. It returned 
that evening as 2182. Also that evening, QRN 
service 2PM1 departed Dry Creek hauled by 
6007/LDP002/X53. Two days later on 14 
January, POTA service 5MA2 arrived in Adelaide 
hauled by G515/RL309/8030/G512. Also that 
same morning, QRN service 5MP1 arrived in 
Adelaide hauled by 6008/6007/X53. 

Due to washaways between Parkes and 
Broken Hill in NSW, some services were 
diverted via Adelaide and Melbourne. 6SP7 
arrived in Adelaide on 16 January behind NR98/ 
NR90/NR47. The next day 6PS7 departed 
Adelaide hauled by NR92/NR91/NR4. In 
the early hours of the 18th, 1MP4 arrived in 
Adelaide behind NR105/NR31 and a consist of 
Sydney to Perth loading including Sadliers vans. 
Later that morning, 6SP6 arrived in Adelaide 
behind NR75/NR119/NR66. Also on the same 
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Grinding upgrade between Petwood and Nairne, 2207/2214/CLP8/GM40/2212 haul 2182 grain from Tailem Bend to Outer Harbour on Thursday 20 


day, GWA operated grain service 1311/3112 to 
Karoonda was worked by GM37/221 0/221 2/ 
GM40/2207. Late that afternoon, 2SX2 arrived 
in Adelaide from Melbourne hauled by NR106/ 
NR77/AN8/DL50/81 20. The trailing three units 
were attached at Tailem Bend. 

On 20 January, 2182 loaded grain from 
Tailem Bend arrived at Outer Harbour hauled 
by 2207/221 4/CLP8/GM40/221 2. The next 
day, 1283/2184 Wolseley grain service was 
worked by 2214/GM43/2216/GM40/2207 
while the following day's 1281/2182 Tailem 
Bend grain service was worked by 2212/2210/ 
GM37/CLP1 7/701. 1MP9 SCT service arrived 
in Adelaide on 24 January hauled by SCT004/ 
SCT009/RL307. The RL has been hired by SCT 
as a banker between Adelaide and Melbourne 
but has yet to see any use in this service. 

During late January and early February, GWA 
operated numerous grain services to Murtoa in 
Victoria with them returning back to Port Adelaide. 
On 26 January, 4AK1 departed Adelaide hauled 
by ALF22/GM43/CLP8/2216 with crew car 
ECAQ8 and 40 hoppers. 2216 was detached at 


Tailem Bend then added back to 5KA2 the next 
evening. The next working was on 28/1 when 
CLP17/GM43/CLP8/2216 departed Adelaide 
with 6AK1 returning as 7KA2 the following night. 
1AK1 departed Adelaide on 30/1 with CLP17/ 
GM43/2207/CLP8. 2207 was detached at 
Tailem Bend and the attached to 2KA2. The next 
working was on 2/2 when 3AK1 left Adelaide 
with CLP17/GM43/CLP8/221 6/2207. The two 
22's were detached at Tailem Bend then attached 
to 4KA2. The final working 6AK1 departed 
Adelaide on 4/2 returning to Adelaide on 6/2 as 
7KA2 hauled by CLP17/crew car ECA98/2216/ 
CLP8/22 1 2/2207. 

The first of GSR’s Southern Spirit 
passenger trains for 2011 departed Adelaide 
on 29 January bound for Melbourne with NR84 
hauling the train as 7AM8. On 31 January, 
QRN service 7PM1 departed Adelaide hauled 
by 6003/LDP003/GM42. GM42 returned the 
next morning behind LDP002/CLP9 on 2MP1. 
QRN service 5MP1 arrived in Adelaide on 4 
February hauled by LDP005/6008/42206. 
Later that morning, 1281 departed Adelaide 
with CLP8/2207/CLP17 hauling 28 hoppers 
for Tailem Bend. That afternoon, 2210 arrived 
in Adelaide with the AK track inspection train 
as AK82. The train had come from Murtoa. Due 
to a washaway between Yunta and Broken Hill, 
two services were diverted via Melbourne. The 
first service, 6SP7 arrived in Adelaide hauled by 
NR70/NR98/NR90 while the second service 


caused by flooding in Victoria. 
Image by Dave Arnold 


was GSR Indian Pacific service, 7SA8 which 
arrived at Keswick hauled by NR28. 

GWA grain service 1281/2182 to Tailem 
Bend on 8 February was worked CLP8/CLF5/ 
CLP16/ALF22. The next day, GSR’s Southern 
Spirit service, 4MA8 arrived in Adelaide hauled 
by NR85. The next working of the Southern 
Spirit departed Adelaide on 12/2 with NR85 
hauling 7AM8. PN service 2RM2 departed 
Adelaide on 14 February behind NR112/DL47 
hauling a consist of empty wagons from Pt. 
Pirie. At Tailem Bend DL47 and some wagons 
were detached allowing NR112 to continue 
solo to Melbourne. On 21 February, a loaded 
ballast train departed Mile End bound for 
Bordertown to unload on the new crossing 
loop being constructed there. RL309/S31 1 
hauled the service as 2M21. The empty train 
2M22, returned Monarto South the next day 
and stabled. On 24/2 the train returned to Mile 
End where the empty hoppers were swapped 
for loaded ones and the train returned back to 
Bordertown. The empty train returned back to 
Mile End the next day. On 22 February, 2182 
loaded grain service departed Tailem Bend 
hauled by 2216/GM43/GM37/GM42/ALF22. 
GSR's Southern Spirit service, 4MA8 arrived in 
Adelaide the next day hauled by NR84. 

On 25 February, PN service 5MAS arrived in 
Adelaide hauled by NR48/G530. In the early hours 
of the next morning, 1281 empty Tailem Bend grain 
departed Adelaide hauled by 2216/GM46/GM42/ 
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GM37/RL3807. The RL was hired off of SCT by 
GWA for the day. That night, 7AM5 departed 
Adelaide hauled by NR75/G530. On 1 March, 
1283/2184 Wolseley grain service was worked by 
2216/GM46/GM42/GM837/ALF22. 


NORTHERN REPORT 

PPSA’'S Balco service 4120 was enroute to 
Adelaide on 7 January with solo GL108 but 
near Two Wells it suffered from a small fire in 
the engine room. Locomotives TL155/TL154/ 
S311 worked light engine from Islington 
Works to Two Wells and assisted the train to 
Pelican Point. The next day, 103 and QRN’s 
2202 replaced the other locomotives on the 
service and remained on the Balco workings 
until 20/1. On 8 January, QRN service 6MP1 
departed Adelaide with 6001/LDP005 hauling 
LZ3109. LZ3109 had earlier arrived on a PM1 
service from Perth on 22 December. PN steel 
service 3NY8 arrived in Spencer Jct on 13 
January hauled by NR1 13/8162. Later that 
day, 3PW4 departed Spencer Jct for Adelaide 
with NR113/NR105/8162. 8162 is currently 
undergoing at CCO at the Dry Creek MPC. 
Heavy rain in the north of the state on 13 
January caused a couple of minor washaways 
between Hillgrange and Broken Hill. SCT 
service 3PG1 was halted at Hillgrange before 
continuing to Broken Hill the next day where 

it was held again due to washaways between 
Broken Hill and Parkes. 


Working around the big curve at Callington, a late running SMP1 service is hauled by 6008/6007/X53 on Friday 14 January 2011. The late running was 
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Unusually marshalled nose to tail, SCT014/SCT008 haul 3PG1 freight through the undulatin 


: Thursday 17 February 2011. 
- Image by Geoff Hann 


6M21 empty ballast train departed Adelaide 
on 14 January hauled by solo 44202 and 42 
wagons. Near Coonamia 44202 suffered a 
dynamic brake fire resulting the local CFS brigade 
attending. After isolating the dynamic brake the 
train continued to Whyalla. Due to washaways in 
NSW, 6AS8 Indian Pacific hauled by NR26 was 
terminated at Broken Hill and returned to Adelaide 
on 14 January. On 17 January, 8M21 loaded 
ballast to Ferguson departed Whyalla hauled by 
8030/S311/RL309. The train stabled at Pimba 
for the night before unloading the next day. 3AS8 
Indian Pacific departed Adelaide on 18 January 
hauled by NR28/DL89. Later that afternoon, 
2SX2 departed Adelaide hauled by NR23/ 
XRB560. The 21 January saw a bit of variety north 
of Adelaide. 1513/5114 Gladstone grain was 
worked by GM45/2210/GM37 while CLP17/701 
worked 1451/4152 Bowmans grain. Also that 
day, 4120/ 4121 PPSA Balco was worked by 
GL108/103. That night, 6(AD1 departed Adelaide 
hauled by VL859/GM45/VL362. 

On 26 January, 5160 Bemax service arrived 
in Adelaide hauled by NR41/NR71. Later that 
night, 4AD1 departed Adelaide hauled by FQ03/ 
VL361/2207/2210. The two 22's were detached 
at Spencer Jct enroute. The next day, 701 
departed Dry Creek with 4M51 loaded sleeper 
train bound for Spencer Jct. The train unloaded 
on the Whyalla line the next day. On 28 January, 
4PS6 departed Spencer Jct with NR97/NR99Q 
hauling 2210. 2210 was heading to NSW for the 
AK cars. The next day, 7YN2 departed Spencer 
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Jct hauled by NR6/NR19/8254. 8254 had been 
on the Leigh Creek coal train workings. 6M42 
empty rail train departed Spencer Jct for Whyalla 
on 2 February hauled by RL309/8030. The AK 
cars departed Adelaide on 4 February bound 
for Whyalla and eventually back to Spencer Jct 
hauled by 2210. The next day the train departed 
Spencer Jct but by the time Tent Hill was reached, 
2210 had failed and limped into the loop there. 
But matters became worse due to the heavy 
rain in the area. A washaway occurred between 
Kultanaby and Kingoonya closing the track. Heavy 
rain also caused washaways between Hillgrange 
and Yunta. After being attended to by fitters, 
2210 returned with the AK cars to Spencer Jct 
and eventually Adelaide. 6AD1 was halted at 
Coondambo and returned to Adelaide. 6PM9 
were stabled at Tarcoola while 6PM5, 6PS7 
and 6PM7 were stabled at Cook and 6MP9 
was stabled at Pt. Pirie. NR96 departed Cook 
with two crew cars bound for Kalgoorlie that day 
as 7CK1 conveying crews back to Kalgoorlie. 
6DA2 was due to stabled at Manguri, but due 
to issues the train was not stabled there and the 
locomotives and crew van were sent to Tarcoola 
where they turned on the triangle. They then 
returned back to Manguri where there train was 
attached before proceeding to Roe Creek and 
stabling the train. The engines and crew van then 
headed to Alice Springs. 7DA2 was also halted at 
Alice Springs. | 
Both tracks re-opened on 7 February with 
numerous services resuming a few days late. 
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g countryside between Tent Hill and Yorkeys Crossing on 


1PM9 SCT service was routed to Parkes as 
1PG1 to get the services back on normal paths. 
Also that day, 6VP2 departed Adelaide hauled 
by NR95/AN9/NR32 hauling NR109/NR40/ 
NR18/NR66/NR53 while DL40/103 worked 
PPSA's Balco service. On 9 February, 3XG1 
SCT service arrived in Spencer Jct from Parkes 
hauled by 8026/442s2. These two locomotives 
now work this regular service and return back to 
Parkes on 2XG1. A loaded sleeper train departed 
Dry Creek bound for Spencer Jct on 10 February 
hauled by GM46/GM42 as 4M51.This train 
then unloaded on the Whyalla line the next day. 
PPSA's Balco service was worked by 103/AN1 
on the same day. The next day, GM42/GM46 
departed Spencer Jct with 4112 empty sleeper 
train bound for Dry Creek. Also that day, the Leigh 
creek coalie was worked by V544/8224/8229. 
The first working of an FQ on a grain service 
occurred on 14 February. 1513/5114 Gladstone 
was worked by CLP8/ALF22/FQ01 with the FQ 
undergoing a trial run on the return trip. Also on 
that day, NR112 departed Spencer Jct light engine 
bound for Pt. Pirie. After attaching a string of stored 
empty wagons it departed for Adelaide as 2RM2 
and eventually Melbourne. Due to a locomotive 
shortage the next day, 1451/4152 Bowmans grain 
was worked by RL307 and QRN’s CLF1. Also 
that day 1513/5114 Gladstone grain was worked 
by 2216/701. 

More washaways occurred on 16 February 
this time near Pine Creek on the Darwin line. The 
track was not repaired and re-opened until the 
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24th. The 18 February was a busy day out north. 
4WP2 departed Adelaide hauled by NR7/NR9O/ 
XRB562 while a bit later on the AK cars departed 
Adelaide as AK81 hauled by 2210 bound for 
Spencer Jct. 4DA8 The Ghan then arrived in 
Adelaide with AN2/NR106. A rail train 5M42, 
was also working the Broken Hill line and was 
later stabled at Peterborough with RL309/S31 1. 
That evening, the Leigh Creek coalie was worked 
by V544/XRB560/8224. The next day, the AK 
cars departed Spencer Jct bound for Barton and 
eventually WA. On 20 February, 6=DA2 which had 
originated from Alice Springs arrived in Adelaide 
behind FQ01/CLP14/ALF23/VL353/EL58. Also 
on that day, GM46/CLP16 worked 1513/5114 
Gladstone grain while 1AD8 The Ghan departed 
Adelaide for Alice Springs hauled by NR74/ 
NR103. Late that afternoon, RL309/S31 1 
departed Whyalla with 1M22 loaded ballast bound 
for Mile End. The first service out of Darwin on 24 
February once the line had re-opened was S5DA2 
with FQ02/VL360/VL361/GM45. 

Heavy rain in WA on 24 February caused 
severe washaways near Rawlinna in WA. A 
total of 12 washaways occurred over 100km 
of track affecting numerous services. 4LA2 
from Alice Springs departed Spencer Jct on 
24 February with FQ01 hauling ALF24. ALF24 
was attached to the train at Spencer Jct. Also 
that day, 4M51 loaded sleeper train departed 
Dry Creek bound for Spencer Jct hauled by solo 


Image by Greg O’Brien 


2207. The train unloaded on the Whyalla line 
the next day. The 25 February saw two ballast 
trains bound for the washaway sites. 1621 
empty ballast departed Adelaide behind NR84/ 
NR19 bound for Whyalla. 5M51 loaded ballast 
departed Broken Hill with NR85/NR58 hauling 
EL51 bound for Spencer Jct. 5M51 departed 
late that night bound for the west behind NR9O/ 
NR97. Some services which were stuck east of 
the washaways returned to Adelaide with one 
such movement 5226 being the return of two 
QRN services, 2MP1 and 3MP1. This train was 
worked by CLF3/6007/CLP13/LDPO003. 

On 26 February, 7XW4 departed Spencer 
Jct behind NR34/AN7 hauling EL51. The latter 
unit was bound for Islington Workshops. The next 
day, 1CA7 departed Cook bound for Adelaide 
hauled by NR119/NR55/NR108 with loading 
mainly off SP7 and SP5 services. On the 28 
February, 1415 departed Islington bound for 
Two Wells with NR94/NR113 hauling mainly 
loaded double stacked well wagons and stabled 
on the crossing loop. The movement returned to 
Islington later that evening as 4151. Also that day, 
CLP8/701 departed Dry Creek with 1411 Pt. 
Pirie grain. This train shunted at Redhill, the first 
hoppers to be loaded there in eight years. At Pt. 
Pirie, 701 took up residence as the local shunt 
locomotive allowing 703 to return to Adelaide 
on 4112 with CLP8. The same morning also 
saw NR7 haul a short consist of wagons to 
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Pt. Pirie from Spencer Jct as 4460. NR7 then 
return back to Spencer Jct light engine as D461. 
Another ballast bound for the washaways in WA 
also passed through the state that day. NR45/ 
NR38 departed Broken Hill with 5M35 and this 
service crossed 2XG1 light engine at Mingary 
with 8026/442s2. 5M35 had earlier come from 
Enfield in Sydney as 1833. The track to WA did 
not re-open until the afternoon of 3 March. The 
following day, 1451/4152 Bowmans grain was 
worked by ALF22/GM37/2216/EL58 with the EL 
undergoing a trial run after repairs. 


EYRE PENINSULA WORKINGS 

The EP has been in full swing with the record 
grain harvest of 9.6 million tonnes for SA. On 21 
February, 2CG1/2CG2 to Wudinna was worked 
by 851/873/1203 while 2AE1/2AE2 to Cummins 
was worked by 859/850/1 204. The next day 
1606/1603 departed Pt. Lincoln for Thevenard 
light engine as 3CP1. After crew time off at 
Minnipa it continued on its way. The Thevenard 
to Kevin gypsum trains that day were worked 

by 1601/1604/848. On 23 February, 848/842 
departed Thevenard as 4CP2 light engine bound 
for Pt. Lincoln. This now leaves all four 1600's at 
Thevenard for the gypsum workings. 


Thanks to Geoff Hann, Todd Hutchison, 
Damien Butler, David Arnold, Greg 
O’Brien and Trevor Briggs. 


On Monday 14 February 2011 FQ01/ALF22/CLP8 haul 5114 loaded grain from Gladstone and is seen near Redhill. FQ's are normally rostered on the 
Adelaide-Darwin service, the FQ locomotive was on a test run after overhaul. 
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On Tuesday 15 February 2011, following the arrival of 2MP1, CLF1 was taken off, turned at the MPC, and attached to RL307(on short term hire to GWA) 
Here 1451 empty grain destined for Bowmans Grain Terminal is hauled by RL307/CLF1 hauling a rake of 50 empties at Bolivar. 
Image by Greg O’Brien 


GWA's loaded Snowtown grain service 4174 has just arrived at Viterra's Outer Harbour terminal in the setting sun with 2212/2207. The train is waiting to 
weigh before unloading on the balloon loop on Wednesday 16 February 2011. 
Image by Justin Cheary 
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Rounding the curve into Penong Junction on the outskirts of Ceduna, 1601/1604/848 clank over points whilst hauling 4DD2 gypsum from Kevin on 
Wednesday 23 February 2011. 


Image by Geoff Hann 


On the outskirts of Whyalla, 1303/1302/902 haul DW63 ore from Middleback Ranges on Friday 14 January 2011. 
Image by Daven Walters 
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Western Australia 


February 2011. 
Image by Murray Rowe 


ALBANY REPORT 


During this reporting period the two NJ class 
locomotives did not return to Albany and the 
Woodchip train was predominantly worked 

by the two DD class locos 2356 & 2358. The 
grain train based out of Albany was noted on 
several occasions. On Thursday 13 January 
were P2504/ P2514 on 4632 grain at Hyden 
later working south as P2514/P2504 on 
5633 loaded grain to Albany. On Tuesday 8 
February, DBZ2308 and P2506 were leading 
a 33 wagon consist to Katanning. On a trip 
to Katanning by the Albany correspondent on 
Friday 11 February, 6672 empty grain was led 
by P2504/DBZ22308 hauling 47 wagons. 
ZB2125/ZB2120 was at Tambellup on a 
ballast train waiting for the grain train to pass. 


GERALDTON REPORT 


During January 2011 the Geraldton District was 
seeing more grain train operations than any other 
district. Grain movements around the normally 
busy Avon were lucky to be running once a day, 
a result of the poor harvest in 2010. As a result 9 
of the 17 strong P class were based at Narngulu 
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working on a mix of iron ore and grain trains, 
P class locomotives present in the area on 27 
January were P2501, P2508, P2509, P2510, 
P2511, P2513, P2515, P2516 and P2517, 

A few of the workings during this period 
have been on Saturday 22 January 2011, 
P2508/P2517 on an empty iron ore to 
Ruvidini, P2501/P2515 on an empty grain to 
Narngulu from Geraldton Port and P2516 on 
an empty iron ore to Narngulu from the Port. 
On Australia Day Wednesday 26 January 
2011 the following workings were noted 
P2501/P2515 on an empty grain ex Geraldton 
Port to Narngulu, P2509/ DFZ2404 ona 
loaded ore into Geraldton Port and P2516/ 
P2517 stabled on another grain train at 
Narngulu. On the Sunday 13 February 2011 
one of the Narngulu grain sets was relocated 
back to the Avon roster and P2516/ P2509 
were noted south of Coorow enroute to load 
at Moora thence to Kwinana to unload. 

lron ore trains were temporarily halted over 
the Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 February due 
to washaways near Ruvidini Junction just west 
of Mullewa. 
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$3309 with 5944 loaded bauxite sits in the loop at Dandalup just after sunset waiting to cross the Kwinana bound caustic on Thursday 10 


KALGOORLIE REPORT 


The Kalgoorlie area was almost a feast or famine 
with plenty of action in most directions when the 
weather did not intervene, but with several rain 
events especially later in February operations 
were significantly impacted upon. In amongst 
the usual workings there were a few trial runs 
of locomotives scheduled to be used in QRN’s 
interstate grain contracts, with the Kalgoorlie 
freighter the recipient of the locos on trial. 

First cab off the rank was 6025 ex Perth 
on Friday 21/1 arriving in Kalgoorlie on the 
morning of 22 January conveying DC 2206 
after repairs. The DC was still in ARG orange 
& black. Later the same day on 7426 freight ex 
Kalgoorlie for Perth, the power was AC4306/ 
DC2206/Q4006. The following day it was 
LZ3101’s turn but painted in QRNational’s 
new corporate colours, later that same day 
LZ3101 was marshalled long end leading, 
behind Q4016 and AC4304, on 1426 Freight 
for Perth. 

On Australia Day Wednesday 26 January 
the variety around Kalgoorlie was very evident, 
2MP1 Freight arrived into Parkeston at 


1535hrs with LDPO02/CLP1 2, the Kalgoorlie 
correspondent noting that it was quite a while 
since he last saw that particular CLP. 

At the same time as 2MP1 rolled in, 
LZ3117 also arrived light engine to do 
the Parkeston shunt; BHP49 hauled out 
the biggest consist seen for this train: 24 
wagons. About a year ago, it commonly only 
had half a dozen wagons or so, ten was a 
big train. It has progressively grown, to the 
point where an average load is about 12- 
14 wagons, and most are over ten. 2MP5 
was next to arrive at 1651hrs with NR5O/ 
NR119. Fuelled and changed crews, then 
into Kalgoorlie at 1735hrs.West Kalgoorlie 
at 1715hrs held LZ3120 shunting, LZ3117 
near the office, ex 4C74, LDPO002/CLP12 
back on their train after shunting; Q4018 


and Q4004 at the west end for 4426 freight 


and Q4006 rolled in at 1720hrs with 4410 
loaded acid tanks ex Hampton. 

On Saturday 29 January 6025 freight 
arrived as 04013/Q401 1/LZ3106/Q4012 
whilst 7426 freight had AC4308/Q4015/ 
LZ3107. The second loco to be repainted into 
ORN colours for NSW grain service, LZ3103, 
trailed Q4002/Q4016 on 7025 Freight into 
Kalgoorlie on Sunday 30 January. It departed 
West Kalgoorlie yard at 1920hrs on 1426 
Freight to Perth, running as Q4016/Q4004/ 
LZ3103 and dead-hauled Q4006. 


Image by Phil Melling 


4GK1 at 2025hrs the previous evening. 
Image by Peter Donaghy 


As mentioned previously, rain started 
to play havoc with Trans Australian Railway 
(TAR) services during February, on Saturday 
the 5th February 6PM5, 6PS7, 6PM7 were all 
stabled at Cook, so a special working (7CK1) 
departed Cook as NR96 and two crew vans — 
former IP car RZBY910R and former Bluebird 
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STATE NEWS: 


NR29 and some damaged wagons ex the 28 December 2010 Goddards derailment stand in the 
Engineer’s siding at the east end of Parkeston on Thursday 20 January 2011, having arrived as 


RZDY103J. It was crewed by two drivers 
who arrived there on Friday night with 5PS6, 
and carried at least six other crew in the vans, 
arriving into Parkeston at 0848hrs on the 
Sunday 6 February, where the “passengers” 
disembarked. NR9Q6 was then fuelled, went 
into West Kalgoorlie at O933hrs, ran around 


On Saturday 29 January 2011, when first seen the option to photograph an inbound iron ore train with an approaching storm seemed like a good 
option. As the train got closer the storm got suddenly closer and rather than having a nice dark backdrop | realized that the colour had changed to 
brown and the storm front was moving quickly. The train arrived just ahead of the storm with P2510/P2511 on a loaded iron ore, a quick retreat back to 
the car got on the move when 110kph winds hit with dust and flying debris, quite scary as the car rocked around with tree branches snapping off then 
the rain came, 20 minutes later it was all over and a slow trip home dodging branches etc across roads. 
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and departed for Parkeston around 1035hrs 
as 1KP2. 

6PM9 SCT service ran through to stable 
at Tarcoola; 6PM6 intermodal service stabled 
at Golden Ridge on the 5 February and the 
crew were brought back to Kalgoorlie by car. 
7PX4 Steelink service overtook 6PM6 and 
stabled at Curtin, with the crew also brought 
back to Kalgoorlie by car. Things were getting 
back to normal a couple of days later, but by 
Wednesday 23 February everything stopped 
again on the TAR. This time there were more 


serious washaways in the Rawlinna/Nurina 
area and trains were stranded in numerous 
locations and by the 26 February were in fact 
being turned back to their points of origin. 


MERREDIN REPORT 


Narrow gauge grain workings were seen on 
two occasions in January on the 11th and 
Wednesday1 2th with DAZ1905/AB1501 
on 3452 and 4452 empty grain from West 
Merredin to Narembeen. Two days later the 
grain set complete with locos was relocated 
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$3302 departs from Forrestfield on Saturday 12 February 2011 with three new Worsley Alumina 
(BHP Billiton) JK caustic soda wagons in tow, built by Gemco at Forrestfield. The wagons will see 
service on the Worsley caustic soda trains based out of Picton near Bunbury. 

Image by Phil Melling 


back to Avon. Long time stored DC2203 was noted outside the workshop at Forrestfield caustic soda tankers from Gemco Forrestfield 

‘Darwin’ is still located at West Merredin Yard. on Thursday 10 February 2011 whilst on the to Kwinana, later Ghan liveried NR109 led 
same day NR81/NR37/ newly repainted AN9/ NR79 and NR10 on 7PM5 out of Forrestfield. 

PERTH REPORT NR9Q5 were being prepared for 5PM5’s departure = _7PM5 service was followed out by QR 

On Friday the 14 January 2011 LDPOOS/CLP11 at Kewdale when NR37 was failed. The train National's LDP004/ CLP11 on 7PM1 service. 

were noted departing Forrestfield on 6PM1 eventually left as NR81/AN9/NR9Q5. 

QRNational service bound for Adelaide. DC2206 A little bit of variety on Saturday 12 With thanks to Peter Donaghy, Stew 

has been repainted into QR National colours and February when $3302 hauled three new JK Winston & Simon Barber 


DFZ2404 with its new higher cab is seen paired with unrebuilt sister DFZ2405 on a loaded iron ore train just out of Narngulu heading to Geraldton Port 
on Saturday 15 January 2011. 
Image by Phil Melling 
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STATE NEWS: 


DD2356, with DD2358 trailing at the rear, work 6603 loaded woodchip train through Elleker on Friday 14 January 2011. Elleker was the junction for the 
former WAGR branch to Nornalup, which closed in 1957. 


P2504/P2514 load 4632 grain train at Hyden on Thursday 13 January 2011, the train will run around and return to Albany. 
Both images by Simon Barber 
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STATE NEWS 


L3110 hauls 2474 loaded salt train away from West Merredin heading for Perth on 10 January 2011. 


Image by Phil Melling 


Dash 8 unit 5664 working an empty Yarrie service stands at Signal GJ1 at the Broome Hwy level crossing just short of Goldsworthy Junction on 12 
January 2011. 
Image by Darryn Fladrich 
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STATE NEWS 
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Tasmania 


- DQ2004/DQ2001/MKA2138/MKA2137 works 731 goods eastwards from Burnie at Sulphur Creek on 29 January 2011. 


A freshly painted DV1 stands at Cement Australia’s Railton plant on Sunday 27 February 2011. 
Both images by Alex Rothwell 
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Web : http: 


Address : 1001 Victoria Road, West Ryde NSW 2114 
Ph 02-98090530 : Fax 02-98090650 
//www .tomshobbies.com.au Email : info@tomshobbies.com.au 


PHG & MHG Brake Vans— For Sale in March! 


PACKS AVAILABLE: 


MHG PACK #1- 


Black 11550, Grey 11805 As 
Delivered 


MHG PACK #2- 

Red NVMF 11615 with 
NSWR, Red NVMF 12718 
with L7 logo Modified 
MHG PACK #3- 


Red NVMEF 12769 with R 
logo, Red NVMF 11623 with 
NSWR logo Modified 


MHG PACK #4- 


Grey 12688, Grey 11566 As 
delivered 


MHG PACK #5- 


Black 11631, Grey 12747 As 
delivered 


MHG PACK #6- 


Grey 11975 as delivered, 
Red NVMF 12299 with L7 
logo modified 


PHG PACK #1- 
Grey 23335, Grey 16242 
PHG PACK #2- 
Grey 23288, Grey 17066 
PHG PACK#3- 


Red with NSWR logo 11506, 
Red with NSWR logo 23312 


PHG PACK #4- 
Grey 14661, Grey 17350 
PHG PACK #5- 
Grey 13217, Grey 25629 
PHG PACK #6- 


Red with NSWR logo 13388, 
Grey 11977 


oe eee PPP eee eer eee rererererirerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrcrerrerrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrerrercrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrerrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrerrre ees 


Retail $120.00 each pack 
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Sample shown—MHG Pack #1 (Black 11550 


HEAVY HARRY 


VICTORIAN RAILWAYS H220 


¢ All brass construction 
¢ DCC ready 
¢ Front and rear headlights and marker lights 
¢ Detailed cab interior 
¢ Quality canon motor with brass flywheel 
* Coal load 
¢ Available in two versions: 
¢ As originally built in 1941 
¢ As running in the 1950s with cut-away cab 


valances, covered boiler domes and side 


boiler ladder. 


$ I 395 ca For details and ordering information, 


No — required, limited quantities available. visit www.tra inbu il d er.com or c all 040 8 99 40 So 
Delivery expected Q2 2011 


& MAIL OR 


¢ Plets Express DVD USA ° Badges 


° Trackside DVD * Alco Bar Mats 

¢ Trains Alive DVD * Alco T-shirts 

e ACV DVD e Alco Caps 

¢ Ross Rail DVD ° Alco Mugs 

© Big Boy DVD’s & Books e Alco Builders Plates 


© Alco Operaing & e Alco Stickers 
Technical Manuals e Alco Related Books 


SHOP ONLINE: 


CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR WHERE TO SEE US AT EXHIBITIONS 
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ll order it in for you. 
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lable from a suppli 
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A picture tells a thousand words. If we have not got it, and it 


TRAIN WORLD pry Ltp 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, Victoria 3187 
Phone: (03) 9596-6342 or Fax : (03) 9596-3917 
OPEN 7 DAYS, 360 Days per Year 
Monday to Thursday 10am-6.30pm 
Friday 10am-9.30pm 

Saturday 9am-S5pm , 
Sunday & Public Holidays 11lam-4.00pm 


+ 


ustralia’s largest pure train and model train shop. 


sarees sed to 
cece eee < 


www.trainworld.com.au 
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Every Inch a train shop devoted to and supporting the hobby 
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Co ed 


280HP Walker Railcar VR Blue & Gold with Blue roof (1965-1980) 
Artwork shown for livery reference only. Number fonts and some finer details will differ on the production models 


auscision 


Bi0G 


OQ Museum Quality “O” Scale 
gh. VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 4-6-4 “R” CLASS HUDSON 


Super Detailed Fine Scale Brass | AJIN 


PILOT MODEL NOW - 3 | FOUR VERSIONS 
IN AUSTRALIA - |, ~©=—- R704. AS RUNNING 


R 761 AS PRESERVED 
R 719/748 OIL BURNING 
R COAL BURNING 


Features of all models:- 


1. Painted, lined (where appropriate) 5. Clear Coated / Glazed 

2. Authentic colour LED Lights 6. Choice of numbers provided 
3. Loco / tender close coupled 7. DCC Ready 

4. Blackened wheel sets / grey motion gear 8. Readv To Run / Limited build 


Prices, specifications and delivery date subject to change without notice. 


P.S.M. “O” SCALE 1:48 Price $3295 BUILT TO OUR VERY HIGHEST OF STANDARDS BY 
“QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE” | 
FULL 12 MONTH WARRANTY* Delivery 2011 AJIN PRECISION MFG., INC. OF KOREA 


PRECISION SCALE MODELS HANDCRAFTED IN BRASS 


A.B.N. 17 500 560 251 BY 


AJIN PRECISION 
4 PALMER COURT, MOUNT WAVERLEY 3149, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA . (PLEASE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY) 


PHONE: 1300 562 633. MOBILE: 0418 554 760. FAX: (03) 9759 5844 M : bs sag . 
International: (ISD)+61 1300 562 633. Fax (ISD)+61 3 9759 5844 


www.precisionscalemodels.com.au 
“BUILT TO A STANDARD - NOT TO A PRICE” 


V.R. “WALKER” RAIL MOTOR 
102/153 H.P. DIESEL RAIL CAR & TRAILER 


THREE VERSIONS OF V.R. LIVERIES A 
BUILT TO OUR VERY HIGHEST OF STANDARDS BY AJIN PRECISION MFG., INC. OF KOREA 


Ez : 
“QUAL! >ROMISE” 
SCALES y F MODELS? 


Choice of three liveries: ‘a ee ae PILOT MODELS NOW 
¢ 1950-55 Blue and Silver, ; ‘ [ — ‘ Js - ‘ IN AUSTRALIA 


¢ 1955-65 Blue and Gold (Gold Roof), 
¢ 1965-1980 Blue and Gold (Blue Roof) 


Features of all models:- 


Painted - 3 Liveries 
All wheel electrical pick-up 
Interior Lighting 
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Full Interior detail including passengers 
Authentic colour LED Lights 

Clear Coated / Glazed 

Decalled and numbered 


Trailer available separately Rail Car - Price $1 095 


DCC Ready P.S.M. “HO” SCALE 1:87 . . 
0. Ready To Run / Limited build “QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE” Rail Daven os , 31 695 


Prices, specifications and delivery date subject to change without notice. FULL 12 MONTH WARRANTY* 


PRECISION SCALE MODELS HANDCRAFTED IN BRASS 


A.B.N. 17 500 560 251 BY 


ISSN 977-183791500-3 AJIN PRECISION 
4 PALMER COURT, MOUNT WAVERLEY 31 49, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA . (PLEASE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY) M FG | N Cc 
| l | Hal PHONE: 1300 562 633. MOBILE: 0418 554 760. FAX: (03) 9759 5844 mee X 


So Or el 


International: (ISD)+61 1300 562 633. Fax (ISD)+61 3 9759 5844 OF KOREA 
www.precisionscalemodels.com.au 


“BUILT TO A STANDARD - NOT TO A PRICE” 
9"771837"915003 


